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After the Rain 
By Edward A. Collier 


‘THE withering grass knows not its needs ; 
The falling rain knows not its worth ; 
But God the silent suffering heeds, 
And bids his showers refresh the earth. 


My drooping heart oft may not know 
What things to pray for as I ought; 

But. God will needed good bestow, 
Beyond what I have asked or thought. 


KInpDERHOOK, N. Y. 











The Simplicity of the Best 

It is always simpler to do the best that we know 
than to do less than this. There is only one best ; 
and we usually know exactly what it is. Whether the 
next-best will work out well we are not quite so 
sure ; soon it becomes a debatable and complicated 


question. Thus many of us waste our time and en- 
ergy and will-power debating in our minds over some 
second-best alternative, when we might be infinitely 
the gainers by setting out instantly and unwaveringly 
upon the highest course. Aman who knows he ought 
to economize in money matters sees an article for 
sale that attracts him greatly. He could make good 
use of it, though it is not a matter of vital, obligatory 
need that he haveit. Shall he not get it? He weighs 
reasons. All the time there is open to him the high- 
est ground, —doing without, But he does not come to 
that position at once, and he may not come to it at all. 

So he loses the golden opportunity of a quick deci- 
sion for the best. How it does simplify life always 
to choose the highest ground! What freedom and 
vigor and joy there are on the highest level! How 
much more time ‘a man has to do all that needs to be 
done, when once and for all he has stopped wasting 


time by de second-best alternatives ! The sim- 
ple life, the life more abundant, is the life that chooses 
unvaryingly the best. Of course, no man can do this. 
But Christ can do it. And when a man lives.Christ, 
letting Christ live and choose and act for him in all 
things, then the best will always be his, 


Pd 


Knowing by Leaving 

There is one thing that we never truly know un- 
til after we have given it up. We never know the 
hideous character of sin until we have repented of it 
and have been forgiven. As President Mackenzie 
says in ‘* The Final Faith,"’ «* None know sin as do 
those who have looked into the heart of mercy.’’ 
Some young Christians are distressed because they 
cannot feel the hatred of sin concerning which some of 
their seniors speak so forcefully. But we cannot expect 
to know more of the ugliness of sin until we know 
more of God in his beauty. Only as we get far away 
from our sins do they appear in their true hatefulness. 
Our attitude toward them is a sire index of the mea- 
sure of our surrender to Christ. When it is he that 
lives in us, and not we ourselves, his hating knowledge 
of sin will be ours. 

ax 


“With You Always” 


Christ never withdraws his presence from any 
one who has committed himself into Christ's keep- 
ing. This means that we may dwell always in the very 
person of God, and that we need never for a single 
instant suppose that God is away from us. Yet even 
Christian people do not always seem to accept this 
precious truth. Such a one distressed a younger 
Christian by saying that it was ‘‘ quite human, and 
as it should be,’’ for us to feel far from God, and, 


uoting Christ’s words on the cross, ‘*‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?" asked whether 
we were better than He? But Christ does not ask any 
follower of his to endure what he endured in atoning for 
the sins of the world. -We could not if we would. 
And Christ has said, ‘* Lo, I am with you always"’ ; 
and that is enough. For a Christian to “* feel far away 
from God ’' is to feel what is notso. Such a feeling 
is indeed human, as so many other a emo- 
tions and untrue thoughts are human ; but the blessed 
fact is that God never leaves us, even when we think 
he has done so or ought to do so. His love-is greater 
than our sin. He never deserts even us deserters. Let 
us gladly enter into the full consciousness of his glori- 
ois and undefeatable presence. Let Satan never 
again close our eyes to the presence of our indwelling 


Lord. 
ax 
“Though He Slay Me” 


God's will is always worth while. It always 
‘*pays."’ And this is true in absolute disregard of 
the outcome of doing his will. That outcome may be, 
from every human standpoint, complete disaster, 
failure, wreck, ruin: nevertheless God's will pays. 
The three Hebrews who quietly announced their in- 
tention of doing God's will and taking the fiery furnace 
along with it, rather than dodging both the fire and 
God's will as they might have done, knew this. They 
did not know what the outcome was going tobe. 
They knew only what God's will was. And it would 
have abundantly and eternally paid them and the rest 
of the world if their course had resulted in their being 
burned alive. They were ready for that. - They were 
not concerned over that minor detail. But they were 
in deadly earnest to do God's will. Are we as clear 
on this as they were? Oh, how richly God's will 


pays! ‘ 


Do We Need Rewards ? 


S THERE not sometimes an uneasy wish that the 
reward element could have been left out of the 
religion of Christ? Do we not have an inward 

sympathy with the old woman in the legend who was 
seen with a pail of water and a torch, the torch to 
burn up heaven, and the water to quench hell, that 
henceforth men might serve God for himself alone? 
The thought of reward for the service of God seems 
selfish, earthly, mercenary, a motive which adult re- 
ligion ought to have outgrown. God for God’s sake, 
and virtue for virtue’s sake. ‘‘ What seekest thou in 
virtue ?’’ said the old stoic, ‘‘ Herself, for she is her 


But any examination reveals how intimately in- 
woven in Christianity is this conception of reward, of 
wages, for fidelity and truth and honor. The old 
Judaism, like every other religion, is full of it. Every 
New Testament writing directly or indirectly contains 
it. And our Lord’s teaching, from the Sermon on 
the Mount to the words in the Upper Room, and in 
the messages of the risen and enthroned Redeemer 
through the seer of the Revelation, rings the changes 
upon it in every conceivable fashion. ‘‘ What thank 
have ye?’’ seems a fundamental note. To every 
beatitude is affixed its reward,—if indeed the reward 
is not the beatitude. No great act, no slightest act, 
shall miss its appropriate recompense, It shall come 
from men: ‘*good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over”’ ; and it:shalt come ftom 
God, who Shall say: ‘‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord"’ ; ‘thou 
hast been faithful over a few things: I will make 
thee ruler over many things.’’ At the end of faithful- 
ness is the white stone, the new name, the crown of 
life, pillarhood in the temple of our God. As easily 


extract the life from the vine as the recompense ele- 
ment from the teachings of Christ and his apostles. 

And as profitably, for we should be eliminating from 
the religion of Jesus one of the most fundamental and 
necessary factors in its power and reasonableness. 
Christianity is a divine instrument of salvation, a rope, 
so to say, let down out of heaven whereby men may 
climb heavenward. .(To say this, one need not forget 
that salvation is the free gift of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord ; but it also opens to us the process 
of realizing the full fruits of salvation.) To leave out 
the reward element would be to present to men only 
the ‘upper reaches of that rope, not approaching 
within a thousand miles of the lowly levél where © 
they live ; a system of salvation which has a summit, 
but no base, which expects of its novices what only 
its highest adepts could attain. A religion without 
reward is conceivably a religion of spotless angels, 
unfallen seraphs, who do good absolutely from a sense 
of right, and serve God only because it is God's will, 
without hope or desire of any recompense. To reach 
to us men, God’s rope must get down to where we are, 
and reinforce our poor, feeble, failing recognition of 
good by every legitimate means within the range of 
divine love and ingenuity, every lure whereby grace 
éan éntice its earth-bound children upward. Certainly, 
for his weak and imperfect servants, the God who has 
attached to every legitimate earthly need aad activity 
of man its appropriate pleasure and delight will seek 
to allure them also heavénward by assuring them that 
each thing done for him will have its fitting blessing 
hereafter, as well as here. 

But are there not strong souls, who may be expected 
to serve God without such hope? We cannot include 
Paul among them: .To him it was an assuring thought 
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that in due season we shall reap, if we faint not, and 
that God would render to every man according to his 
work : to them that by stedfastness in well-doing seek 
after glory and honor and incorruption, eternal life, 
What human virtue is strong enough not to be the* 
stronger for the gracious promises of an approving 
God? If we accept the testimony of Hebrews we 
follow One who in his earthly life, ‘‘for the joy that 
was set before him, endured the cross’’; and, like 
Moses, ‘‘looked unto the recompense of reward.’’ 
Assuredly he looked away with exceeding longing to 
the day when he should see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied, to the day of his triumph and his 
throne. 

In fact, the strong soul, the strongest soul, must 
consider this question of reward, because it is inti- 
mately associated with two things: with the justice of 
God, in assigning to virtue its fitting consequence ; 
and with his wisdom, in the unfailing operation of the 
law of cause and effect. Labor must produce its ap- 
propriate result, or justice and consequence totter 
from their throne, en Christ in me puts forth 
energy, sacrifice, toil, love, surrender, he (and that 
means 1) must reap, else I am in a foolish world, or 
he has done a foolish thing. Travail like Christ's 
must have its satisfaction, or all reason is mocked, 
Any strong soul must ask reverently of God: ‘* Shall 
my life bear interest? Shall cause produce effect ?’’ 
Reward is result, 

There is justification for the feeling against the re- 
ward element, but the ground of criticism is not in the 
existence of the reward, but in its supposed nature. 
Whatever reward has the earthly factor in it, the self 
factor, the mere physical, social, emotional, is so far 
unworthy of fullgrown, adult religion. Along that 
salvation-rope of his from heaven to earth God has 
attached the various recompenses appropriate to each 
foot of the ascent. Down there on the earth-level, 
the baby-level, the young-convert level, are the re- 
wards that appeal to us there; they are not yet very 
noble ; the angels may smile. We want peace of 
mind, we want salvation from hell, applause, ease in 
well-doing, thrills; cakes for children. As we climb, 
or, to drop the figure, as we advance in spiritual 
-knowledge, love, power, our desire for reward drops 
one by one these earthly. coverings, which were like 
the various temporary parts of flower and seed, and 
approaches nearer and nearer the pure essence, the 
life-germ, of true reward, until, the upmost round of 
the ladder gained, the earthly, selfish, partial has 
gone, and we now look for a reward the desire for which 
is the noblest aspiration of created being. 

And what is that? It may be inferred from what 
we know of the aims of our Master, and of his noblest 
servant, Paul. What was the joy that was set before 
them? It seems to have consisted of three things. 

The first was completeness of being. With Paul 
it was completeness in Christ ; with the man Jesus it 
was completeness in the Father, the ‘‘ glory which I 
had with thee before the world was’’ ; with Paul, 
fulness attained ; with Jesus, fulness again expressed. 
No man need feel that he is hungering after, seeking 
for, a selfish thing, if for God’s sake his whole soul 
reaches forward with yearning intensity to have all 
that he can of God. His ambition is God’s ambi- 
tion for him ; and God’s before it was his. 

A second thing before both Paul and our Lord was 
winning the approval of, yet not so much winning the 
approval as stirring with pleasure, the great heart of 
God. ‘* My meat,’’ and highest pleasure, ‘‘is to do 
his will."’ It was the thought, not of stars in his 
crown, but of stars in Christ’s crown, that moved the 
great apostle. To go to heaven with a record of so 
many souls saved through our efforts is not the lowest 
Christian. motive, nor the highest. To let the heart 
of Jesus realize the deepest satisfaction possible from 
such opportunities as ours,—has heaven any higher or 
purer reward? 

If it has, it is this: the joy of blessing others. 
Does it not seem evident that this was ‘‘the joy that 
was set before him [Christ]"’ ? To sit on a throne of 
power and dignity was not a thing to be grasped, 
though it be the throne of the universe ; but to let his 
life be, at the glad cost of blood and pangs unuttera- 
ble, the channel through which God’s love might 
flow in rescue and power into the sin-slain souls of 
men: that was joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
And that, the throne of gracious heavenly influence, 
the throne of blessing, of life-giving power, is the 
throne which Christ invites us, through sacrifice and 
service, to ascend with him. Of longing for that 
recompense no man need be ashamed, for it is the 
longing to be a son of the living God, to let him ex- 
press himself fully through us. 


(For ** Notes on Open Letters,” see page 478) 
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The House Enlarged This Week 


|t IS good to be crowded out into larger quarters. The Sunday School Times is having 

that experience. With this issue it enters upon a campaign of extension and expansion. 
It has been led to make this move by pressure from within and without. It-could not find 
space, in its former quarters, to give expression to that which was clamoring for expression. 
And it could not keep pace with the increasingly evident needs of the Sunday-school, of Bible 
study, of Christian character and of Christendom, except by a genuine enlargement. 

Its purpose, therefore, is to appear usually in sixteen-page form, instead of twelve as 
heretofore. And this change is made at once, instead of waiting until the first of the year, 
though with 1912 there will go into effect still further improvements. For example, it is 
planned that the department of lesson helps in The Sunday School Times shall at that time 
be notably extended and strengthened. These plans will be announced in detail later. 


But there is much needed besides improved lesson-help efficiency. As never before, The 

Sunday School Times would be useful to the Christian home, to the parent, and to the 
individual man and woman who are eager for the most satisfying equipment that information 
and consecration can bring. This demands a greatly broadened range of material ; and upon 
this enterprise The Sunday School Times hopefully sets forth. 

The best that the world is producing in two such fields, for example, as Biblical research 
and missionary achievement, will have ample space in regular full-page departments, running 
as often, probably, as every other week. The purpose of the department of archeology and 
the Bible is shown in its first instalment, which appears on page 469 in this issue. ‘“ From 
the Missionary Watch Tower” will offer the reader the same sort of privilege. That is to say, 
any one who follows these two departments may count upon the fact that nothing of outstand- 
ing, notable importance in either the foreign mission field or in archeology’s Biblical research 
is likely to occur without his being informed of it. This is worth much to the Christian who 
would keep abreast of the progress of the Kingdom. ; 

b ip THE average church, to the average Christian man and woman, the Christ of the New 

Testament needs to be restored. New Testament Christianity needs to be recovered. 
Individuals and churches are hungering, starving, for this, though they know it not, The 
Sunday School Times would be used of Christ himself to let him meet this need. There are 
men and women, an army of them in the world to-cay, through whom Christ can give himself 
in these columns to those who sorely need more of him, in new and radiant ways: to vic- 
torious, liberating, power-releasing, fruit-bearing results. : 

Dr. Horton’s series of articles, commenced on the facing page, is only one of many 
offerings that the Times hopes to make in this central and vital field. Personal evangelism, 
without which no life can be the channel of Christ in satisfying fulness, will be treated in a 
regular department. The plans and results of individual workers and organized groups will 
be set forth here. The activities of personal evangelism throughout the world will be recorded. 
Questions of readers are now invited and will be discussed. You will be offered a rich 
measure of Christendom’s resources for your own increased life and usableness. 


T° THE prayer-life will be devoted large attention. Methods in personal prayer that have 
been blessed to others will be set forth. Helps to systematic prayer and devotional 

life will be suggested. Family worship will be encouraged and guided. Questions on prayer 

will be discussed by those to whom prayer is, next to Christ, the great reality of their life. 

Sunday-school and Bible-study method will have a fresh emphasis. Such a novel and 
revealing feature as Hugh Cork’s “Sunday School Clinic,” described on page 476 in this 
issue, is an example of this. The Graded Course Forum will continue, with its fertile ideas 
in the best outworking of the International Graded Lessons and how to handle them. 
‘Reasonable Biblical Criticism,” a series by one of the strongest conservative Bible scholars 
of America, Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., will let a flood of light upon this difficult 
and dangerous field. 

The lighter side of profitable reading will not be overlooked. Fiction for grown people 
will be offered as freely as it can be secured of a character in keeping with the ideals of this 
journal. The imaginative Bible stories that throw such vivid light on the Scriptures, of which 
Mr. Hall’s “Song of Ascents” in this issue is a fine type, will be a feature. A series of 
personal war-time reminiscences by one of the most widely-known and beloved writers of 
the present and the last generation is now under preparation. 


THs is just a glimpse of what those to whom is committed the stewardship of The Sunday 

School Tmes are prayerfully anticipating as an enlarged field of service. It cannot come 
all at once. There will have to be a gradual working out of the new conditions and the new 
material. But to the world-wide family of readers whose unstinted fellowship, support, and 
encouragement have been so freely granted ‘in steadily increasing measure in reccnt years, The 
Sunday School Times looks confidently. It has been the attitude of the readers that has 
strongly iavited this new move. 

The cost of the increased size and value of the Times will be met by an advance in sub- 
scription rates which, it is believed, will seem trifling as compared with the results,—an in- 
crease of less than half a cent a weck to the -lub subscriber, and less than a cent a week to 
the single subscriber. The new rates will go into cffect with the first issue of November, 1911, 
for both new subscriptions and subscriptions whose renewal is due, as now standing on the 
subscription lists, with or after the first issue in November. The new rates are : $1.00 for club 
subscriptions ; single subscription, $1.50. .A fuller statement of the rates is given on page 478. 
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The Daring of the Victorious Life 


By Robert F. Horton, D.D. 





courage to trust Christ wholly, 


T IS an act of high us 
and perhaps if you realized that courage is needed, 
you would make the venture. You are too apt to 

be quiescent, to wait till something happens. But 


there is a sense in which, as he said, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is taken by violence, the violent take it by 
storm. Picture to yourself the soldier mounting the 
deadly breach, taking his life in his hands, stormed 
at by shot and shell, setting his countenance like a 
flint, going on with the thought in his mind, ‘If I 
perish I perish, but I will not turn back.’’ That is 
the attitude of one who is bent on the victorious life. 
He risks all for all. He surrenders himself to a 
mighty invisible truth. It is as if he cast himself 
down through the mists, at the bidding of God, con- 
vinced that the hands of love will bear him up. 

I will try to explain this act of daring, because 
many are ready to dare, if they see exactly what is 
demanded. Christ asks for a complete surrender to 


him, an absolute giving up of all claims to merit or 


worth, and a humiliating acceptance of his merit, his 
righteousness, his absolute worth, Furthermore he 
asks for an implicit trust, that his worth is sufficient, 
that we are pardoned, cleansed, reconciled, accepted 
in him. — Lastly he asks for the admission into our 
surrendered being of his working activity, so that he 
can speak and act through us,.and make us the ready 
and supple organs of his saving activity in the world, 


URRENDER: faith: service: these three he asks 
from every human soul. But see where the daring 
appears. He is not visible, nor audible, nor phy- 

sically present to us ; and indeed this demand could 
not be made if he were. It was necessary that he 
should go into the spiritual world, and approach us 
only by the Spirit, in order to make the demand in- 
ward and searching and penetrating. Thus the de- 
mand has to be met in the spiritual world, in that 
region which many of us hardly know. That the 
spiritual is the real, as Emerson said, is difficult for 
men who live in the material, and the physical, to 
grasp at all. We have to dare to enter the spiritual 
world, and to treat it as the real. And in that realm 
of reality we have to make the surrender, to exercise 
the faith, to accept the power of service. 

But if we have dared to enter the spiritual, what a 
battle confronts us in this claim of Christ to a com- 
plete surrender! We instinctively cling to merit and 
personal worth. It seems obvious that it must be 
our goodness that avails with God. We will do 
anything, go through any exercises, privations, suf- 
erings, if only by them we may purchase accept- 
ance with God. And the demand of Christ is that 
we should surrender all, and take his merit, his right- 
eousness, his worth, as our only plea. It is a des- 
perate struggle, To tear away each shred of the gar- 
ments of merit which we have hugged about our 
souls ; to be stripped and naked ; to make no claim, 
nay, to renounce every claim, and to fall absolutely, 
wholly, and for ever, on the arms of divine love in 
Christ, to be complete in him, and only in him com- 
plete : this demands daring. There seem to be but 
few who dare push out from the shore of personal merit 
and strike boldly into the sea of divine grace. 

I remember how, as a child, I learned to swim. 
My father stood up to his chin in the deep end of the 
bath, and he told me, a little shivering lad on the 
rim, to plunge in and he would catch me. How deep 
and dark the water looked! How well 1 knew that I 
should sink to the bottom! But my. father told. me 
and I obeyed. I flung myself into the bath; I 
splashed and struggled ; in a moment I was in his 
strong arms. But, strange to say, from that day to 
this | could swim, and never feared the derths again. 


HEN I first made a surrender to Christ I found 

that I was doing the same thing. It seemed im- 

possible that, flinging myself on him unseen, in 

the spiritual world, I should be upborne, that his merit 

would hold, when mine had gone, But it was so. From 

the first venture until now that point at any rate was 

settled ; helpless, worthless, sinful, guilty, on his kind 
arms I fell, and fall! 

Furthermore, in that intangible realm of the Spirit, 
now becoming real to me, I find him asking not only 
that I should surrender all claim to merit, but that I 
should trust absolutely that his worth suffices, that 
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How we Christian people hunger for the full fruits 
of the Christian life! How few among the respect- 
able, moral, well-meaning men and women in the 
Christian churches of present-day Anglo-Saxon 
civilization have entered into the full joy and vic- 
tory of their Lord! Oftener do we find lives of 
New Testament power and richness among the 
converts on the mission field, or in the harvest of 
the rescue-halls of our cities’ slums, than in the 
average twentieth century church. Why is it? It 
need not be so. But many who are yearning for 
deliverance do not know the way out. There is a 
Way out; and Dr. Horton’s message is a guide-post 
to that Way. Five other papers will follow : 


Bible Study in the Victorious Life 


Evangelism in the Victorious Life 
Meeting Temptation in the Victorious Life 








for his sake I am pardoned, cleansed, and kept from 
sin. Here the struggle renews itself What daring 
is needed! How presumptuous it seems! Every 
one is ready to remind me of my sins, and to rebuke 
me for thinking that they can be overcome. How 
dare I trust that they are overcome, that I am kept, and 
can be kept, that he can present me without blame 
before the presence of his glory! — 

Iam glad that Bunyan thought it worth while to 
write out the whole conflict in his ‘‘Grace Abounding to 
the Chief of Sinners.’’ For there all the assaults and 
stratagems, the alarums, the turns, and the subtleties 
of the enemy are laid bare. A man must gird on 
his sword and set his countenance, if he is going to 
come through this pitiless mélée. But this is the 
very pith of Christ and his saving grace. Whatever 
it costs, you must grasp it, Dare this, or all is lost. 
He is able to save to the uttermost those who come 
unto God: by him. He is able to keep, it is his 
special purpose and joy to keep, you from falling. 

‘*Surely,’’ whispers the flesh, and the world, and 
the Devil, and every emissary of the Devil in the 
air and in the heart, ‘‘sin must have dominion over 
you while you are in this world. To deny this is to 
plunge into illusion and to perish with the perfection- 
ist." But Christ says: ‘*Sin shall not have dominion 
over you.’’ ,He admits that in the world you shall 
have tribulation ; but, he adds, ‘‘ Be of good cheer ; 
I have overcome the world.’’ It isa mighty daring 
which grasps at his victory and stands secure in it. 
Then is that prophecy fulfilled for you and for me: 
‘¢ God shall shortly beat down Satan under your feet."’ 


UT the daring does not stop there. In that spiritual 
world, where we have met with Christ, surren- 
dered to him, and dared to trust him absolutely, 

we find that a great thought prevails. It is nothing less 
than this, that Christ purposes throvgh those surren- 
dered and purified wills to speak his word and do his 
work in the world. 

Surely this can be attained without further daring ? 
No, indeed, here comes the greatest daring of all. It 
requires courage to go out and try to work for God, and 
not to lose heart ; to face the foes, the difficulties, the 
dangers, of the service. Such courage many show, and 
some of the good that is done in the world is the out- 
come of this courage. But the most daring courage of 
all (doubtless exercised by all really effective workers 
for God) is to rely implicitly on the working of Christ 
through his surrendered and cleansed members. To 
be a branch in the Vine, to grasp in any practical 
way that God works in us to will and to do of his 
good pleasure, is a result reached only by daring. 
Things seem to be so against this view. ll is silent, 
unobtrusive. How can my active, restless spirit ever 
reach this point of victory? Yet this is Christ's su- 
preme and most consoling truth. 

Look at this tree, over which the delicate film of 
green is flung by the hand of spring. How silent 
and unobtrusive is the process which is going on ! 
That which cannot be done by might or power, neither 
by all the dynamics of the factories, nor by all the 





imagination of the artist, is here slowly and surely 
transacting itself. The silent earth is, through the 
fibers ot the roots and through the ducts of the trunk, 
unfolding those exquisite and delicate leaves which 
will presently rustle in the summer breeze, and pre- 
paring for the blossom of May and for the fruit of 
October. How calmly and surely has the tree at- 
tained its victory ! 

But I enter into mine only by the high daring of 
faith, With constant struggle against self, and the 
suggestion of others, and the power of the world, I 
slowly learn that in him is my fruit found. My sur- 
rendered life, my cleansed will, my believing heart, 
are led into the place of service, are used often an- 
consciously, are bringing forth the fruit that he de- 
signs. Our whole wrestle is to surrender ; our only 
struggle is to believe ; our most strenuous effort is to 
come to the restful life in which Ae works. After all, 
it is not wrestling, or struggle, or effort, that is needed : 
it is just a quiet letting go of self and turning over 
everything to Christ. 

Now I will close this paper by citing an instance 
which comes to me in a letter. There are thousands 
of instances, for a countless multitude have dared, 
and have so entered on the life of victory ; but how 
few tell the story! Indeed, with the noble reticence 
of good soldiers, the victorious saints of God have 
little to tell of themselves or of what might seem to 
be their achievements ; they remain of the conviction 
still that they are the chief of sinners. I am always 
thankful therefore to get a human document like this ; 
it reveals what is going on silently everywhere. 

I had been asked to preach on the text : ‘‘ The joy 
of the Lord is your strength’; I appealed to my peo- 
ple to shed any light upon the subject which had 
come to them from their experience. This was one 
of the letters that came to me in response; it is an 
utterance of the Spirit which is meant not for me or 
for my congregation alone, but for all who are seeking 
how to make the daring venture of the victorious life : 


OU told us you had been asked to preach on ‘‘ The joy 
of the Lord is your strength,’’ and you asked us to con- 
sider the text and to meditate upon it, It seems to 

be laid on my heart, and I think it is of the Spirit, that I 
should send you some of the fruit of that meditation. . God 
may very probably have given you the same thoughts. It 
so, please forgive me for taking up your time ; but what He 
has given me I feel he wants me to pass on. 

First, it seems to me that joy is a very different thing 
from happiness, that happiness denente more on the hap- 
penings of time and of this world, while joy is an eternal, 
abiding experience of the Spirit, and one may have the 
inward joy in unhappy circumstances. 

** The joy of the Lord is your strength.’’ The joy of the 
Lord to me is the presence of the Lord in my heart, and 
the knowledge that he is there by his Holy Spirit. When 
nearly three years ago, in simple obedience to the words 
with which he beset me behind and before, ‘‘ Behold I 
stand at the door and knock : if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him,’’ I opened the door 
of my oh, so lukewarm heart, aiid let him enter, the Spirit 
witnessed to me of his presence through Zephaniah 3 : 17, 
and I began to know a little of the joy of the Lord, the 
knowledge of his inward saving presence. i 

Some months, nearly a year, ago, I had a definite experi- 
ence of the joy of the Lord (the knowledge of his presence) 
as my strength. 1 had been tempted and tried almost be- 
yond endurance. Indeed, on the Saturday night I felt 
that I could hardly hold on much longer. On Sunday 
morning God gave me a great deliverance, and it was in 
Lyndhurst Road Church. You gave out Psalm 24, and as 
we sang, ‘* Who is the King of Glory? The Lord strong 
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle,’”’ I realized with 
the deepest joy that the Lord who had come into the midst 
of me as a ‘‘mighty One to save,’’ was ‘‘the Lord of 
hosts, the Lord strong and mighty,’’ and I knew that the 
battle was his, not mine; he would be the overcomer in me. 

... To receive Him means not only to receive the 
**Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,’’ of our childhood, but to 
be presenced with a Lord who is ‘strong and mighty in 
battle ’’ against all the powers of darkness and against the 

rince of darkness. . . . All Jesus says lie is, he 7s, in our 
earts, when we receive him and let him have his right of 
way and rule and reign there. 


The writer of this letter asks pardon for writing at 
such length, but says, ‘I have felt compelled to write 
—or rather zmpelled."’ Exactly! impelled by the 
Holy Spirit, whose victory the let*er records. 

Hampstran. Enc. 
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ORE than one man, ashe set forth that day upon 
the great Euphrates road, stopped to look up 
at Ater standing alone upon the hilltop. For 

now and again during those first hours Ater sang, 
and when Ater sang the people always stopped to 
listen, Later, in dread lest his vigil prove all in vain, 
he ceased to sing, and then, while waiting the passing 
of the imperial runner, his thoughts went back to the 
house of Perida his grandfather, where at the call of 
Jabez, their village chief, the folk were met for yet 
another day of prayer and fasting, and where since 
early morning one wailing voice after another, to the 
accompaniment of groans and tears, had taken up the 
burden of their common supplication ; ‘‘ How long, 
O Jehovah, how long ?’’ r 

The joys of Ater’s brief, simple life, as of Perida’s 
long and tempestuous life, had been late blooming. 
The first stories told to the child were tinged with a 
somber melancholy—the legends and traditions of a 
glory that had become as a tale that is told,—and 
the first wrongs that stirred the wrath of boyhood 
were bitter personal recollections of war and exile ; 
but as the years passed the old man changed some- 
what, vehemently as he would have denied it. Amid 
a quite sufficient temporal prosperity his thirsting 
soul panted still for the hills and valleys ‘of the 
homeland, and for the courts of the ruined temple ; 
but utter hatred of the oppressor came less and less 
to be the joy, habit, religion, that once it had been. 


HEN, in Ater’s seventeenth year, had come his 
voice, and to his grandfather that had been like a 
restored fragment of his own far distant youth. 

His voice had been the wonder of the old temple 
chorus, and, looking forward to a day when the 
sacred walls would again echo the ancient an- 
thems, he set himself to train Ater, scrupulously, ex- 
actingly,—not in the classics alone, but in the hymns 
and dirges of that wonderful literature of light and 
longing now growing up about them. 

The sun had gone down, and there was still no 
sound of Ater. The village folk in Perida’s house 
stood discussing whether to wait for him longer or 
meet again the following day. Then a faint sound 
caught the ear of Jabez’s wife. 

‘* Hark !’’ she cried. 

And in the silence they heard Ater’s voice calling : 

‘¢ The decree—the decree is passed."’ 

The almost hysterical outburst of tears and laugh- 
ter, questions, exclamations, and incoherent rejoic- 
ings Jabez brought to a close by whispering to Perida: 

** A song—one of the old songs.’’ 

The east was whitening ere they departed. The 
night had been one never to be forgotten, and only at 
the last did a practical question from Jabez remind 
Ater that they were still strangers and pilgrims. 

‘« We count you as one of the party?’’ he asked, 

‘* Assuredly,’’ the young man answered. 

‘* Your grandfather also ?'’ 

He looked at the speaker in amazement. 

‘«To stay behind would kill him !"’ he exclaimed. 

‘* He feels himself equal to the journey, then?"’ 

‘* He will go on, he says, from strength to strength."’ 

‘« Jehovah grant it. We shall count on you, then. 
And your voice—and his—they will be better for us 
than spearmen. Good-night.’’ 


+ RANDFATHER,”’ he said, when the last guest 
was gone, ‘‘is it a far journey back to Jeru- 
salem ?”’ 

‘*It seemed so when we were driven hither like 
beasts,’ answered the old man, ‘‘ but to those who 
return it will be but a little way.”’ 

‘* And the city—it was not destroyed ?”’ 

‘*No, nor destroyed now, I take it; not wholly. 
Breaks in the defenses, of course, and the inside of 
the temple burned out, but the walls were too massive 
to have been thrown down. It will soon be restored.”’ 

And for very joy the old man’s voice broke in a 
sob. 


There followed the village muster, the partings 
with friends, the joining with like pilgrim bands from 
other villages, and then the setting forth of the great 
army. 

Ater’s tenderness was shown to all the great, needy, 
journeying multitude. When food was scateéé,“he was 
the first to starve ; when they reached water, he was 
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Would you make the march across the desert with 
the returning Exiles, and share with one of them 
his first view of the ruins of Jehovah's temple? 
Perhaps the Eighty-fifth Psalm will have a new 
tichnesss, after this experience. The Sunday 
School Times will publish a series of these reveal- 
ing Bible-life stories from Mr. Hall during the 
coming few months. 








the last to drink ; Joel, the little son of ang and 
Helah, was hours at a time astride his shoulders ; and 
always, at morning, at mid-day, or in the watches of 
lonely sentry duty, he sang. Jabez had spoken truth, 
—his voice was better than an armed escort. 

Three days’ journey from the home river darkness 
fell on him. The physicians came, examined his 
eyes, and told him such blindness came often to men 
traveling wastes of reflecting, superheated sand. He 
should have spared himself, taken more rest, given 
more heed to the first symptoms ; and Ater listened 
patiently, anointed and bandaged his eyes, and suf- 
fered himself to become a charge to those who had 
been his charges. 

They marveled that after the first day he sang still, 
and that his voice seemed to have grown in sweet- 
ness ; but Helah guessed the secret, that he was sing- 
ing out of a heart unburdened of its last selfish long- 
ing : singing of a city which was for ¢kem to see in 
all the beauty of its reality, but which to him must be 
only what heretofore it had been,—a radiant picture 
of the imagination. 

When the river was crossed, and when at last they 
trod the sacred streets, the greatest wonder of the 
mongrel inhabitants, who from their hovels stared 
out upon them, was the man whose turban ‘cloth was 
swathed about his eyes, whose steps were guided by 
the hands of little children, and whose joyous, com- 
pelling voice led into exultation what else had been a 
chorus of tears and lamentations : 


‘** Our feet are standing 
Within thy gates, O Jerusalem!... 
They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, 
And prosperity within thy palaces.’’ 


* * * 


T WAS near sunset, and on the stone to which little 
Joel had led him, Ater, with bandaged eyes, sat fac- 
ing the site of thetemple. They thought they had 

deceived him, those weeks that Jabez and Helah had 
cared for him ; but they had not. His ears had not 
been blind ; the words of discouragement, despond- 
ency, despair, had reached him, even in his seclusion ; 
and now, when secret testing had shown his sight re- 
stored, he had come forth, unknown to any, that his 
eyes’ first view might be of the grandeur, even in ruins, 
of Jehovah's temple. He had, he told himself, dis- 
missed his radiant childish visions; he was prepared 
for disappointment—he lifted the bandage. 

He did not realize that the space before him had 
been cleared, and he saw only the horror of its blank- 
ness ; that it was smooth as the threshing-floor that 
once had been there; that, save for the foundations 
beneath his feet, there was left. not one stone upon 
another ; that on either side what had once been streets 
were choked with the shattered or calcined débris of 
what had once been columns and entablature ; that 
God’s temple was—gone. 

There came upon him a sudden physical weakness 
and giddiness, yet he forced his trembling limbs to 
climb one of the piles of rubbish, and thence he 
looked in the direction whence he had come, There 
were some ridges of masonry that had been walls, but 
nothing that resembled human habitations. Had he 
not known men dwelt there, he would have said that 
all was desolate, Could it be called a city? Was it 
not rather a city’s dry bones, licked clean by the 
ravening tongue of fire? Slowly, with reeling, uncer- 
tain footsteps, he passed all the way round to his 
starting-point. To others that scene had come, as it 
were, little by little ; but upon him it descended like 
an appalling avalanche of hopelessness : the gigantic 
magnitude of the task so lightly, so joyously, begun ; 
these heaps of refuse to be made the joy of the whole 
earth ; these pitiful, discouraged camps of refugees to 
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be built up into a great, triumphant people, pure of 
blood, swerveless of purpose ! 

He was not, like many of his people, given to vio- 
lent emotional outbursts. He felt this coming ; he 
fought against it, and then, all at once, the tension of 
months snapped, and the voice that through the desert 
had chanted their songs of hope broke in a great and 
exceeding bitter cry. 


It was an odor that recalled him. He raised his head. 
Out in the center of the open space there was an altar 
(he had not noted it before); beside it was standing 
a solitary priest, and from it rose the smoke and sweet 
savor of the evening sacrifice. No prayer of spoken 
words came from his lips, but as he knelt his soul was 
filled with two mingled emotions : a feeling of his own 
unutterable weakness ; and of the greatness of Him 
who through the desert had brought his people home 
after long years. 


UCH reverent humility opens the heart toward God. 
There was no miracle of dazzling brightness or 
crashing thunder, but to Ater, clear as a voice out 
of the evening sky, there came the sudden realization 
that ¢heirs was not this task of crushing weight, but 
His to whom the sacrifice was offered. He had of 
old made choice of them as a peculiar people; amid 
the wreck of nations he had kept them alive ; from 
slavery he had redeemed them, had given them pros- 
perity ; out of his love had chastened them for their 
sins ; and now once more he it was who had turned 
again their captivity. Not their work the past, nor 
theirs the future ; their part only to yield themselves 
obedient to his leading, waiting the final fulfilment of 
his high, far-off purpose. 

In the intensity of his emotion his thoughts, with- 
out his conscious marshaling, grew rhythmic ;. softly 
he chanted the shaping lines, nor realized that he was 
pacing backward and forward, as in a transport, that 
down his cheeks the tears were coursing. 

A little voice broke on his ecstasy, the voice of the 
child come back to seek him : 

‘You’ ve taken off your bandage,’’ he was saying, 
his eyes wide with wonder. ‘Can you see now?’’ | 

‘«T can see now,”’ he answered, 

‘¢ What—what are you doing ?’’ 

‘‘T have been singing—No, God has been giving 
me a song.”’ 

They had grown to be close friends during those 
long desert marches, and even the rapt expression of 
Ater’s face could not estrange the child. 

‘«Could you teach it to me?’’ he asked. 

Holding the child’s hand, the young man neared 
the altar. The priest still stood before it, but in 
silence. About him had gathered a forlorn, strag- 
gling company : some whose dim eyes recalled the 
vanished glory of the temple that once had stood 
there ; some who with sturdy arms and sturdier 
hearts had come to build it again; some whom a 
king’s caprice had sent into a land where henceforth 
they must be viewed as aliens and outlaws. A few 
were curious, the most were reverent, but they were 
so pitifully few, so feeble, so apathetic. 


UDDENLY out of the silence that sweetest of all 
their voices burst, for the first time that ever it 
was sung in all the world, into the joyous rapture 

of ‘*The Anthem of the Captivity Brought Back.’’ 1 


** Jehovah, thou hast been favorable unto thy land ; 
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 
Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people; ... 
Mercy and truth are met together ; 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”’ 


About him lay shattered palaces, and the shattered 
dreams of statesmen and kings ; but from his heart 
the burden had been lifted. War, exile, and deliv- 
erance ; shimmer of sunlight and lash of storm; 
death and destruction ; the vague, mysterious forces 
of the unknown, and the familiar hands and voices 
of consecrated men ;—his opened eyes had caught a 
glimpse of all, working harmoniously together for the 
perfecting of that great, spiritual city in which shall 
be no temple, for the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple thereof. 


3 The title given by Professor Richard G. Moulton to the Eighty- 
fifth Psalm. 
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OHN BUNYAN the tinker found it very needful 
for his Christian Pilgrim that there should be 
provided an Interpreter’s House on the road to 

the Celestial City, that the Pilgrim of one world might 


be enabled to understand the lan of another 
world.. The Pilgrim was promised such a help; in 
due time he was brought to the Interpreter’s House 
and permitted to enjoy all its privileges, and after- 
ward all went much better with him,—because he 
understood, 
_ Pilgrims of Bible study who in these days endeavor 
to find their way through the wilderness of theological 
wrangling and archeological discovery are likewise 
sorely in need of an Interpreter’s House. Theology 
is not a ‘city of destruction,’’ though it is to be 
feared some people are ing it such ; nor is arche- 
ology the ‘celestial city’’ of Bible study ; yet it is 
true that these two are to most people two worlds. 
While theology and biblical archeology have one 
meaning, as certainly as God speaks the same lan- 
guage in providence and in revelation, yet the people 
thereof speak different languages. They do not un- 
derstand each other very well, and the inexpert pil- 
grim of Bible study ofttimes does not understand 
either one of them, and is in dire need of some one 
to translate the meaning of the one into the terms of 
the other. If this statement of the need of an inter- 
preter between the theologians and the archeologists 
seems to any one a little overdrawn, it must be be- 
cause he has never tried to understand both of them, 
or perhaps either, and especially has not heard either 
one trying to talk about the other, This latter expe- 
rience is sometimes highly amusing, if it were not in 
the very nature of the case so serious. 

At a recent meeting of one of the learned societies, 
a would-be Orientalist who followed closely in the 
footsteps of some real Orientalist commented on the 
16th Psalm, and especially upon the manners and 
customs and religious cult underlying the reference to 
the ‘* Holy One,’’ and with most sonorous emphasis 
said: ‘* There is no Messianic reference in this Psalm. 
There—are—NO—MESSIANIC—Psalms.’’ Such an 
archeologist needs an interpreter for the theology of 
the Bible. How much understanding would such 
a one have of the theology of the spiritually-minded 
Spurgeon in his commentary upon the psalm, or of 
the learned Perowne, or even of the distinguished 
German, Delitzsch? This is an extreme case; but 
extremes best show tendencies by emphasizing their 
divergencies. An archeologist who does not know 
theology, who is, as it were, acquainted with tlfe body 
of the Book but does not know its spirit, can hardly 
escape fatal misconceptions. There are a few such, 
and there are not a few too much like them. 


Floundering in Archeological Depths 

But theologians have little right to laugh at arche- 
ologists who turn critics and expound biblical the- 
ology. They sometimes do worse themselves,: if 
anything can be worse, when they try to make use of 
archeological evidence, try to interpret the meaning 
of the fragments of ancient civilization into the lan- 
guage of theology. 

What wild, weird speculations, for example, have 
been indulged concerning the great pyramid of Egypt! 
There it stands, near the principal gateway of the 
greatest cemetery in all the world, a big tombstone 
among little ones, as may be seen in nearly every 
cemetery, ancient or modern. Its place within the 
great cemetery that stretches for ten miles along the 
western edge of the Nile valley, its sepulchral char- 
acter so evident in its tomb chamber and its waiting 
sarcophagus, its two-score miniatures scattered 
throughout the cemetery, all of which are nothing but 
tombs, furnish the most indisputable evidence that 
this pyramid of Cheops is but one of the countless 
examples the history of the world gives of colossal 
folly erecting a monument to colossal vanity. Yet, 
notwithstanding all this, in the*« Miracle of Stone,’’ a 
really helpful and inspiring book in many respects, 
an enthusiastic theologian, highly distinguished in his 
own field and worthy of much honor, finds nearly the 
whole history of redemption worked out by the Egyp- 
tian architect of Cheops’ tomb. And he even hopes 
and believes that he has discovered in imperishable 
lines of stone the pre-millennial view of the second 
coming of Christ ! 
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By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D.. - 


It is not enough for the Bible student to be told 
what new or old ** finds "’ have been turned up by 
the spade of the archeologist; he needs to have 
the meaning of those facts interpreted to him. So 
The Sunday School Times has inaugurated this new 
department, in which Dr. Kyle will not only keep 
you regularly informed of the latest facts of Biblical 
research throughout the world, but will also explain 
the bearing of those facts on the Bible. 


This new department will appear probably in 
every other issue, ies oftener. Once 
a month it will present a careful review of the 
month’s results in the world’s fields of arche- 
ology, as related to the Bible, Dr, Kyle brings 
to the work aripe experience. Technically an 
Egyptologist, he has also made it his life busi- 
ness to be in first-hand touch with all Biblical 
archeology. He is a clergyman in the United 
Presbyterian Church, and President of its 
- Board of Foreign Missions. He is also Per- 
manent Lecturer on Biblical Archeology in 
Xenia Theological Seminary, Associate Edi- 
tor of Bibliotheca Sacra, Consulting Editor of 
Records of the Past, member of the American 
Oriental Society, the Archeological Institute 
of America, the Society of Biblical Literature 
and Exegesis, the Archeological Department 
of the University of Pennsylvania, the Vorder- 
asiatische Gesellschaft of Berlin. 








After quoting the principal Scripture passages bear- 
ing upon this subject, he says of the testimony of the 
pyramid concerning it: ‘‘Such revealed facts as to 
one outcome from the dispensation that now is, call 
for just such an arrangement to symbolize them as we 
find in this top outlet from the pyramid’s Grand Gal- 
lery. But there it is, for no other ascertainable pur- 
pose than just this, adding another most significant 
item of evidence that this Gallery was really intended 
to be a symbol of the Christian dispensation, and fur- 
nishing monumental proof, of four thousand years’ 
standing, to the truthfulness of the literal interpreta- 
tion of God’s Word on this momentous subject.’’ 
Then of the time of the coming, he says: ‘It will 
not do to conclude and say as a matter of fact and 
doctrine that our Lord will certainly come when the 
number of years from his birth is equal to the num- 
ber of inches in the floor-lines of the pyramid’s Grand 
Gallery, as that would be to propound for unmistak- 
able divine truth what yet remains to be attested as 
such,’ Now pre-millennialism is not to be brushed 
lightly aside. But that through Cheops or any of 
the heathen architects the second coming of Christ 
was thus minutely worked out nearly three thousand 
years before his first coming, and that the last things 
were thus given through a heathen king of Egypt 
before the first things were revealed to the patriarchs, 
do not seem to be in accordance with what either the 
Bible or archeology shows us of God’s workings. 


Making ‘‘ Facts’’ Bear False Witness 

Even this extravagant fancy concerning Cheops 
and his big burial vault in the cemetery seems almost 
commonplace compared with an article that went the 
rounds of some of the religious journals a few years 
ago, indeed was even reprinted by request. There 
was scarcely a ‘‘fact’’ in it which could not be con- 
victed of perjury by being constrained to ‘‘ bear false 
witness.’’ One distinguished editor whose attention 
was Called to the article in his own paper said help- 
lessly, ‘‘I am sorry ; I supposed it was all right, but 
really I could not tell.’’ 

The outcome ef this dual comedy between theo- 
logians and archeologists is, on the one hand, that 
many theologians are suspicious of all archeologists. 
Some one at the last meeting of the Council of the 
Presbyterian Alliance, meeting at New York in 1909, 
said of the archeologists, ‘* Which of them are we to 
believe ?"’ On the other hand, archeologists gen- 
erally, dare we tell it? have a lurking contempt for 
any theologian who ventures to say anything on the 
subject of archeology, and, let us say it still more 
softly, they often find ample justification for their 
contempt. The fact is that there is an archeological 
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sense and there is a theological spirit, and he who 
does not have both is apt to make himself as _ridicu- 
lous when he tries to interpret as Alex Murchuk, one 
of Ralph Connor's characters, who said, ‘‘I spik all 
European language good ; jus’ same Angleesh."’ 

It must not be supposed for a moment that either 
the theologian or the archeologist is necessarily less 
than sincere and honest. It is deeply to be regretted 
that sometimes an attitude of hostility has been mani- 
fested, and.some have allowed themselves suspicions 
and recriminations. But dishonest seekers, who 
manufacture their own evidence when they do not 
find it to hand, are as rare as they are reprehensible. 
The difficulty between the theologian and the arche- 
ologist is the failure to understand. 

The Sunday School Times has announced an 
archeological department that is to bring the mysteri- 
ous evidence of the monuments within the compre- 
hension of every Bible student ; in short, has proposed 
to set up an Interpreter’s House ;—and this is it. It 
is with the greatest earnestness and cnthusiasm that 
the writer contemplates such an opportunity, if only 
it may be well met. He will not rashly promise 
particular things, but it is intended that, as much as 
may be in each case, the interpreter shall interpret, 
so that the meaning of the archeologist shall be made 
plain to the everyday Bible pilgrim. . It was said of 
the distinguished James brothers that one wrote fiction 
that,read like philosophy, and the other wrote philoso- 
phy that read like a novel. It is better to do the latter 
than the former. All the ancient events whose record 
is preserved in ruined monuments were as easily 
understood in their time as those written down in the 
Bible narrative. It will be the aim of the interpreter 
to make them so once again, to write archeology in 
such fashion that it will read as simply as the Bible 
narrative which it parallels. 


Science and Reverence Hand in Hand 

At Bunyan’s House of the Interpreter there were 
many which did many things, and helped the inter- 
pretation. So, in this Interpreter’s House it is hoped 
that there will be two serving spirits. There should 
be the Scientific spirit. We believe the scientific 
spirit to be a true vehicle of the Holy Spirit, who makes 
use of it in his work of leading us ‘‘into all truth."’ 
The interpreter will hope ever to keep at the one hand 
this Scientific spirit, and at the other hand the more 
demure but equally wise servant, the Reverent spirit. 
For the editors of The Sunday School Times believe 
the Bible, and believe it to be the Word of God. Be- 
lieving the Bible, it will be impossible to treat it 
otherwise than with the courtesy due to all trustworthy 
documents. And believing it to be the Word of God, 
it will be impossible to forget to be reverent toward 
Him who speaks the truth, or to forget that courtesy, 
to all those who differ with the position of this journal, 
which is due to all seekers after truth from those who 
profess to be led of Him who leads ‘into all truth."’ 

This, then, is the purpose and spirit of this Inter- 
preter’s House, that it shall be of genuine value to 
Bible students ; and also that the value of the spade 
in all its.work of uncovering contemporary Bible his- 
tory shall so plainly appear that every pilgrim in his 
study of the Word may see it clearly. But that is a 
story for another time. 

a 

On the Mount of Olives.—Many traditional holy 
places in Palestine excite contempt or derision, others 
arouse but languid interest, but a recent discovery 
will touch a tender chord in most Christian hearts. 
It is of the fourth century Church of Eleona, built on 
the property of some French monks on the Mount of 
Olives. This church was an early Christian memo- 
rial of the spot on the mount to which Jesus was wont 
to retire to teach his disciples. It may not be more 
than a memory ; it certainly does not rise to the dig- 
nity of an identification ; but as only a remembrance 
it may well inspire sweet and helpful meditations. 
Who that knows the place where he first learned of 
Jesus does not count it dear? What place can be 
more precious on earth than where one has been 
taught of Jesus? ‘* Yea, of Zion it shall be said, this 
one and that one was born in her."’ 

Eleona. Palestine Exploration Fund Statement, July, 
IQII, pages 127, 128, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Making of a Bible Teacher 


Secretary of the Student Department of Bible Study of the Inter- 
» national Committee of Young Men’s Christian Associations 





HE teacher of the Bible is one of the great moral 
and religious forces of our times. His accom- 
plishments, despite poor equipment, indiffer- 

ence, and sometimes opposition, have impressive, 
A notable public man told me recently that of all the 
influences which had contributed to his success he 
deemed most potent the early associations connected 
with a Bible class in a Sunday-school taught by a Chris- 
tian woman. There were two things, he said, this 
woman had accomplished for him : she had incar- 
nated the teaching of the Bible in her personal inter- 
est, and by her emphasis upon lar Bible study 
had given him an incentive for a life-long habit of 
Bible reading. 

What are some of the insistent demands that med- 
ern life makes upon the Bible teacher ? 


A CLEAR Sense of Objective.—Many a teacher fails 
because he has nothing definite in mind. A 
business man asked a teacher who desired his 
attendance at a Bible class : ‘What are you aiming 
to do?’’ Where there is no concentration upon a 
great overmastering purpose, like conversion, or daily 
habits, or service, there is usually little energy and 
enthusiasm, There is no power to ‘‘discourage the 
unnecessary’ and invite the essential,’’ unless a true 
purpose is constantly realized. 

We may well ask : Does the church really have an 
aim for the Sunday-school? If so, do the teachers 
know what that aim is? Is it first to teach a subject, 
or first to teach boys and girls and young men and 
young women ; and what is it to teach? Has the 
Sunday-school an aim for the teaching of adults? If 
so, what aspects of the Bible most quickly and directly 
contribute to that ideal? Is it Bible. history, litera- 
ture, ethics, philosophy, devotion, evangelism, adapt- 
_. ation to modern problems? Is there a statesmanlike 
plan in the.church f-Christ to-day for Bible study 
and Bible teaching ? 

We need repeatedly to ask : Are our Bible classes 
aiming really to change the lives of the students? 
Do Bible teachers realize that religious education es- 
pecially is a personal question ; that the student is 
greater than the subject, the man more important 
than the method used to reach him, the workman 
more important than the work ? 

The secret of the tutorial system at Princeton rests 
largely upon the opportunity of the teacher to culti- 
vate individualism and independent thinking on the 
part of the students in his charge. Likewise, the 
ability of the Bible teacher to incite his students to 
think and to act is the crucial test of Bible success. 

The teacher's own use of the Bible and its influence 
on his career are vital parts of his objective. Tenny- 
son said: ‘*I am sending my son not to Marlboro 
but to Bradley.’’ More important to him than high 
tradition in a great school was personality in a great 
instructor. Character caught as well as taught should 
be the objective of the teacher. 


NOTHER objective in a church Bible department 
with which I am familiar is a thoroughgoing train- 
ing of teachers. Every address before that school 

deals in part at least with this ideal. I have at times 
thought that some of the more spiritual objects of 
Bible study were neglected by this Bible school, yet 
this organization is working out one of the most com- 
plete and efficient systems of Bible teaching which I 
know of in America. No person is allowed to teach 
a Bible class who has not been in the training class 
exercises for at least a year in advance. The working 
principle of that Sunday-school consists in the thought 
that scholars will come to classes providing the 
teacher really has something to offer them, and is 
able to present it in a sane and attractive way. 

Among other helpful methods for the training of 
teachers is the Sunday-school workers’ conference, 
provided that this meeting is comprehensively planned, 
and time given to careful study and to the discussion 
of points of weakness and strength. 

At one meeting which I recall the whole evening 
was given to Bible study literature, courses of study 
used, Bible reference libraries, pamphlet literature, 


and technical books on teacher-training and Bible © 


organization. On the tables were samples of consti- 
tutions of men's organized Bible classes, Bible Insti- 
tute programs, suggestive printed announcements con- 


it seriously enough? Have we faced its greatness 
fairly ? Are we doing the five things here urged ? 

Other articles in the series by Mr. on 
** The Bible’s Grip and How to Insure It °’ will ap- 
pear in forthcoming issues of the Times. 


~~ 
— 


cerning Bible rallies, Bible lectures, and social occa- 
sions. The address of the evening was on the subject, 
‘* Literature Upon the Life of Jesus.’’ It was given 
by a virile, thoughtful teacher in a theological semi- 
nary, who had given years of his life in preparation 
of Bible studies and in close investigation and re- 
search work in the New Testament. More than one 
superintendent and clergyman went away from this 
evening with a new sense of the demand for, and the 
possibilities of, Bible study in our generation. 

The following topics which have been successfully 
used at such conferences of teachers and superin- 
tendents of Bible study may prove suggestive : 

The Bible and Social Service. 

The Bible and the Religious Press. 

The Sunday-school Libraries and Reference Libraries, 

Means of Maintaining Attendance. 

The Pastor and the Bible School. 

Teacher-Training, Normal Classes, Institutes, Prepara- 
tion, etc. 

Large Organized Classes for Adults. 

Summer Assemblies for Bible Study. 

The Bible and National Ideals. 

Contribution of Modern Scholarship to the Bible. 

Conduct ofthe Class Hour, . ae 

The Teacher’s Opportunity Outside the Class, 

Daily Bible Study, 

Bible Study and Evangelism. 

Teaching the Bible to Primary Children, 

The Bible and Business Methods. 

The Poetry of the Bible. 

Study of the Bible by Books. 


ODERN Knowledge of the Bible.—As the result 

of historical and scientific Bible study, modern 

Bible movements, and systematic methods, a 

new attitude toward the Bible has arisen. It has be- 
come veritably a new book to many men and women. 
There was never a time, for example, when the 
study of the life and work of Jesus Christ was so illu- 
minating and so fascinating as it is at present. Presi- 
dent King of Oberlin College, at the International 
Bible Conference of students at Columbus, Ohio, said : 
‘*No generation the world has ever seen has wit- 
nessed such study of his life as has this generation of 
ours. It is not an accident that every life of Christ 
worth reading, outside the Gospels, has been written 
since the year 1835. To our time, too, belongs the 
whole rise of the great science of biblical theology; to 
our time the most searching studies in the teaching of 
Jesus. Men have been brought face to face with the 
life and spirit and teaching of Jesus as never before, 
and it is a reasonable thing to expect the best Chris- 
tian preaching, and the best Christian living the world 
has ever seen, to be just ahead of us, not behind us.”’ 
New Bible courses have arisen applicable to a new 
type of students, and to a new type of teachers. New 
methods of administration and development are being 
utilized toward the application of the Bible to modern 
conditions and problems. Indeed, a new constituency 
for the Bible has been added. It is a constituency of 
non-Christian men, persons who heretofore have 
hardly opened their Bibles. Among more than three 
thousand Chinese students who were enrolled in con- 
ferences and meetings which I had the privilege of 
attending in China there were numbered at least 
fifteen hundred nominal Confucionists, The students 
of India are studying the Bible quite regardless of 
race or sect. I found Muhammadan students quite as 
eager as the Christian Indian students for this study. 
Hundreds of American shop and factory men who 
have never made confession of any religious interest 
whatsoever are attending the noon shop Bible classes 
in a dozen of our large cities and towns. Last year 
in the colleges 6,156 non-Christian men were reported 
from 302 institutions_as attending Bible study classes. 














New viewpoints, new interpretations, the fresh re- 
casting of Bible truth in the termino of twentieth 
century life, a new consciousness of the practical 
bearing of Bible truth upon such questions as labor 
and wealth, crime, intemperance, and immigration, 
are among the many influences which have changed 
the face of the Bible study enterprise. The teacher is 
therefore confronted with a larger problem than ever 
before. Whether he is interested or not, he must know 
the present interpretations and present day methods of 
Bible study. If he fails to know these, he loses at 
the outset the intellectual and practical respect with- 
out which he can hardly expect to obtain and retain 
the real leadership of his class. 


NOWING the Processes of Learning and Teach- 
ing.—‘* What do you consider to be the most 
important essential of a Bible class teacher ?"' 

was the question recently presented to one of our 
American college presidents. His answer was sug- 
gestive: ‘‘Ability to realize the past and translate it 
into the present.’’ 

The Bible teacher must constantly inquire how he 
can connect the old with the new ; how he can make 
the past live in the present. He is dealing with ma- 
terial cast in the mould of Oriental thought and di- 
rected to another age. He must learn to paraphrase 
the Bible, translate it into the vernacular of his time. 
A successful Bible teacher will be familiar with books 
upon: psychology and pedagogy and Bible analysis. 
He knows that Bible study touches all sides of life. 
He will become familiar with such books as Professor 
Palmer's treatise, ‘‘ The Teacher, and other Essays"’ 
(Houghton, Mifflin) ; Professor. James’ ‘‘ Varieties: of 


- Religious Experience’’ (Longmans, Green), and Dr. 


Clarke’ s ‘Sixty Years with the Bible’’ (Scribners). He 
will also. exemplify that saving judgment. and: good 


- sense which chooses and shapes the:Bibleqnaterial 


to ‘suit the individual and the times.. | *Préfessor Palmer 
has said that the teacher who succeeds must-have an 
‘‘aptitude for vicariousness."’ He must bear the 
student's burden. 


NDIVIDUAL £xfression.—The truth the teacher 
teaches must be experimental, of his own _experi- 
ence. His ideas may be suggested from many 

sources, but the fire of their conviction must be lighted 
by God in his own heart. 

Every Bible teacher needs the benefit of a teacher- 
training class. He should guard himself, however, 
lest he accept thoughtlessly utterances of the leader 
of the class as his own form of expression. The 
teacher should prepare his lesson before attending the 
training class, Thereby the material is in the mould 
of his own thought and personality, and the hints, 
counsel, and information of other Bible teachers will 
thus find some solid foundation soil. 

A Bible course or a lesson-help can be made inimi- 
cal to successful teaching by too servile dependence 
upon it. Let a teacher first decide upon his style of 
expression, and let it be his own. Then he can read 
and get suggestion freely ; his message will not be an 
echo, but a voice. 

It is possible to develop a teaching individuality. 
It may lie in the instructor's quietness of manner and 
his subdued air of a good listener, allowing others to 
take much of the time. It may be in a few trenchant 
epigrams which the teacher has thought out during 
the week. It may be in his power to memorize a 
considerable passage and quietly present it at the 
opportune moment. It should always include the in- 
timate knowledge of and confidence in the members 
his group. Theteacher can draw the members of his 
class to himself, as Jesus did at times, by allowing 
them to get glimpses into the working of his own 
spiritual consciousness. With any method, he vitally 
needs the deep experiences of prayer life. Thus let 
the teacher, out of his own personal treasure of tem- 
perament and charm and spiritual energy, clothe anew 
for his students the great eternal verities of heaven. 


“* Vield thy poor best and mark not how or why ; 
Lest one day seeing all about thee spread 
A migkty crowd, and marvelously fed, 
Thy heart break out into a bitter cry, 
*I might have furnished, I yea, even I, 
The two small fishes and the barley bread.’ "’ 


New Yorx City. 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 15 (Ezra. x : 1-11 ; 2 : 64-70) 





AM full persuaded led that not in many years, if in- 
ae history of thecountry, has any religious 
movement received so much attention as that 
which is being given to the campaign known as ‘‘ The 
Men and Religion Forward Movement.’" It may be 
of interest to know something of the history of this 
movement. ty 
. In May, 1910, about fifty men met upon invitation 
in the Hotel Manhattan, in New York City. The men 
came representing the various men’s organizations in 
the churches,—Brotherhoods, Adult Bible Classes, 
Sunday-schools, and the Yo Men's Christian 
Associations, They discussed all day the ibility 
of a united campaign to vitalize the Christian life of 
the young men and boys of the continent. At the 
close of a very intense day, a unanimous resolution 
was passed expressing the sentiment of the meeting 
that such a movement should be undertaken, and a 
committee of eleven men was appointed to take the 
preliminary steps. After considerable conference, this 
committee called a meeting of the representatives 
from ninety of the: chief cities of the .ontinent to 
‘meet in Buffalo on October 25 and 26, 1910, Two 
hundred and fifty-seven men were present at this 
meeting, representing seventy-one different cities and 
towns from thirty-threestates and provinces. It was, 
in many respects, a most marvelous gathering, not 
only by reason of the wide range of territory covered 
by the delegates, but also by the unique elements 
that entered into the meeting; for the whole problem 
of modern Christian methods was discussed, everything 
being included from the most intense evangelistic 
message to the newest ‘interpretation of so-called 
«* Christian Social Service.”" the close of two days, 
this convention with. great enthusiasm passed a set of 
resolutions asking that the campaign be carried out, 


and appointed a committee to be known as a_Com- 
.: mittee of-Nifiety. Seven, to take charge of the whole 


movement. .The Buffalo Resolution, so-called, was 
as follows : - V 


Wuereas, We have been brought to the present hour 
by a succession of events, many of which have been utterly 
unplanned and unstudied, and which have in their entirety 
impressed us as the simultaneous promptings of the Spirit 
of Almighty God, pushing out the discipleship of this gen- 
eration into new and untried way$ of Christian activity and 
usefulness ; and, 

Wuergas, The spiritual impressions of this present 
gathering have served to confirm these convictions of Spirit- 
leading; Therefore, 

Resolved, That as men of América, representing every 
section of this continent, and practically every aspect of 
evangelical faith, assembled in conference in Buffalo, we 
hereby record our solemn conviction that our Divine Lord 


_ is calling the manhood of our days toa new and unusual 


consecration for service. . We pledge.to him, to each other, 
and to the committee hereafter to be appointed, our whole- 
hearted and loyal co-operation ; 

Resolved, That we emphasize our belief in the Church of 
age Christ as the. one instrumentality appointed by him 
or the salvation of the world, and that the organizations 
uniting in this movement are only agencies of the church, 
through which it may carry on its ministry of service, and 
that we maintain the utmost regard for the convictions and 
methods of tne churches and organizations co-operating ; 

Resolved, LbLat the object of this movement be defined 
as an effort to secure the personal acceptance of Jesus 
Christ by the individual manhood and boyhood ot our times, 
and their permanent enlistment in the program of Jesus 
Christ as the world program of daily affairs. 


The Committee of Ninety-Seven is composed of 
fourteen bankers, sixteen brokers, fourteen merchants, 
fifteen manufacturers, seventeen }-wyers, eight lum- 
bermen, and the balance scattered through the various 
professions and vocatiou.3. The committee immedi- 
ately met and elected an executive committee of 
twenty-five, most of whom are resident near New 
York City, these men being charged with the closer 
responsibility of administering the details. 

From that time forward the movement has steadily 
gained in interest and enthusiasm, until at present 
the expectations aroused concerning it are very won- 
derful. A better understanding of the movement will 
be possible if I take the privilege of making a state- 
ment concerning the objects. Here is a very large 
movement organized, with at least ten thousand com- 


mitteemen to be appointed in connection with the . 


national work and the cities to be visited. - Of. course 
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Campaigning for North America’s Men and Boys 


By James G. Cannon, cisirman of the Men and Religion Forward Movement 


The Spirit of God is gripping the men of North 
America. There seems to have been no other such 
campaign for the souls of men and boys since Chris- 
tianity first came to these shores. It is stupendous; 
it is thrilling. The results of this Movement may 
speedily change the aspect of the world. Are you 
getting ready for it in your own community? If 
not, start now, that you may be able to reap the 
fruits to the full. Inquiries for fuller information 
may be addressed to ‘‘ The Men and Religion For- 
ward Movement,” 124 East 28th Street, New York. 


In order that the Times readers may be kept 
well informed, a series of “‘ Letters from the 
Firing Line,” has been engaged from a mem- 
ber of one of the teams of experts, who will 
visit twenty-four of the ninety cities during the 
next eight months. These letters will appear 
monthly. The campaign opened September 
24. A preliminary article, describing the first 
eight-day campaign of that team, will launch 
the series. 


large sums of money will be expended and great en- 
ergy invested. It is well to understand clearly what 
the purpose of this movement is. It is not possible 
to state this in any better way than by reference to 
the eight objectives outlined for the movement, viz. : 


1. Men’s CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS: To leave with 
every church, Brotherhood,’ Sunday-school, and 
Young Men’s ‘Christian Association a worthy and 
workable plan of specialized effort for men and 


2. LITERATURE: To assemble and publish a statement 
of the most approved methods of religious work for 
men and boys. 135 

3- EVANGELISM: To win to Christ and the church the 
largest possible number of men and boys by May 1, 
1912. 

4. BisLe Stupy: To greatly increase the enrolment in 
Bible classes, 

5. MISSIONARY: To continue and increase the emphasis 
of the Christian religion as the one and only hope 
of the world, and to make abiding the missionary 
enterprises of the church at home and abroad. 

6. SERVICE: To reveal the program of Jesus Christ in 
the world in such a manner that the strongest men 
will volunteer for life sewice in the church. This 
service to include a Christian investment of time, 
personal talents, and money, 

7- Civic BETTERMENT: To make a permanent contri- 
bution to ire best life of the continent, social, po- 
litical, commercial, and physical. 

8. PusLtic WorsuHip: To exalt the spiritual power of 
the public worship of God. 


The following are some of the methods to be em- 
ployed. They are to follow two lines. First, one of 
publicity. A very remarkable plan is being made for 
giving large publicity to the Christian appeal during 
the next year. Over three hundred and fifty daily 
newspapers have agreed to make the theme of re- 
ligion a topic of unusual importance in their Saturday 
issues from the last of September until the first of 
May, 1912. .Many of the larger magazines are agree- 
ing to make their issue of the month of October ‘‘ The 
Men and Religion Issue.’’ 

The second line upon which the movement experis 
to operate is by the visitation of teams of experts to at 
least ninety of the most important cities of the conti- 





_ A practical combination of the Christian mascu- 
line forces of North America is .eeded: this is it. 
‘There are 3,000,000 more girls and women than 
men and boys in North America’s churches. _ 
There are 3,000,000 men missing from partici- 
pation in church lifes. this Movement is to help 
find them. 











nent. These cities will be visited for periods of from 
seven to ten days each, as follows : 

Each team will have upon it one specialist in Bible 
study, one specialist in boys’ work, one specialist in 
the best grade of Christian social service, one in evan- 
gelism, one in the missionary enterprises of the 
church, and one in shop and factory work. These 
men will visit cities with the fundamental purpose of 
meeting the Christian workers, to reveal to them what 
the best known methods of Jermanent work for men 
and boys are considered to be. Of course there will 
be great evangelizing, and there will be great results 
in immediate enrolments of men in Bible study, but 
the central purpose will be that of revealing the dest 
methods of work, Then each one of the ninety cen- 
tral points is pledged to reproduce the campaign in 
from fifteen to twenty of the surrounding towns, thus 
making it possible to have these great campaigns con- 
ducted in about fourteen hundred cities and towns 
between September, 1911, and May, 1912. The 
most thoughtful men in church methods everywhere 
are agreed that a campaign on such colossal propor- 
tions has probably never been contemplated in the 
history of Christianity. It is not at all strange that 
with such an outlay of both time and money the ques- 
tion should frequently be raised whether there is any 
demand for such an unusual effort. I would answer 


‘in the strongest possible terms that there 1s such a 


demand, and that the movement is based upon sound, 
sensible fact, for two or three reasons. 

This country of ours is not by any manner of 
means a Christianized continent. Notwithstanding 
all of our churches and Sunday-schools, Brotherhoods 


‘and Young Men's Christian Associations, the fact re- 


mains that more than sixty percent of all the popula- 
tion of this country is non-churched, at least so far as 
vital membership is concerned ;' and then it: is..also 
conceded that of the men in the church to-day a 
great number of them are only passive in their inter- 
est. If the boast of North America is to be any- 
where near realized, a new and more powerful 
Christian emphasis is necessary, and that immediately. 
The evangelism of North America is involved in this 
campaign. 

Mr. Robert E. Speer, some time since, speaking in 
New York City upon the significance of the ‘‘ Men 
and Religion Forward Movement,’’ said that he was 
heart and soul in favor of it, because he believed it 
would improve the quality of the product we are try- 
ing to export. That is, he said, a good many men 
were wondering whether the type of Christianity 
which was exemplified in North America was worth 
exploiting to the ends of the earth. He believed the 
‘*Men and Religion Forward Movement’ was going to 
raise the quality, and, therefore, he was in favor of it. 

1 am also strongly convinced that this movement is 
highly and well worth all that is to be expended in it, 
because the men of this country are in danger of be- 
coming selfish, sordid, and dissatisfied. Taking it 
as a whole, the country is in a prosperous condition. 
Men are making money, and they will make it in yet 
greater sums. We only have to observe the effect in 
the past upon individuals and nations to be fully 
conscious of the perils to which we are exposed. 
There is nothing sadder than to seé a man who has 
made his case in business, and then ‘settled down to 
an indifferent attitude of purely selfish living and 
indulgence. This campaign has in it elements that 
will arouse men to see what life really means, and I 
expect to hear that tens of thousands of young men 
have really discovered their life-calling as the ‘* Men 
and Religion Forward Movement” proceeds. This 
campaign presents a wonderful opportunity of show- 
ing vital interest in things that are ‘eternal, as simply 


. commercial things are not. As a business man grows 


vlaer he does not find it possible in Christian work to 
do the things that he did as a4 younger man, and a 
good many men are finding themselves gradually 
drifting clear out of relation to religious organizations, 
because they feel that they cannot perform just the 


_ duties they did in their earlier tife. 


This campaign presents 4 néw way for business 
men to invest themseives and keep alive in actual, 
personal, Christian effort. 


Ne&WuXORK CATY. . 








It has been said that our 
credit, but only to the added credit of our Saviour; 
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By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


lesson-articles of the other writers reterred 
[The teil be found in thie lesue of the Times] 


Getting Started in Class 

S THERE any danger of going too farin givin 
| God the oot credit for every right action a 

impulse of our life? Who accomplishes the most 

in the world, the self-confident, self-made man, who 
prides himself on having thought out and wrought 
out all that he has ever done, or the man who distrusts 
himself utterly and looks in complete and conscious 
dependence to God for every thing that is to be done? 
Such a man absolutely repudiates the idea of deserv- 
ing any vestige of credit for anything in his life: is 
he right, or does he carry this too far? 

What part do we have in gaining our own salvation? 
are in this is not to our 


and ,the following illustration is given.1 A New 
England boy desired to join the church, and came 
before the church authorities, ‘‘Why do you want 
to join the church?” asked the pastor. 

* Because I want to show that I am a saved 
sinner.” 

**Do you feel that you are saved?” 

** Yes, sir.” 

‘* Who saved you?” 

‘It was the work of Jesus Christ and of myself.” 

**Of yourself? What was your share in the work 
of your salvation?” 

**] resisted, and sw Christ did the rest.” 

Was that boy right to give all the credit to God ? 

The ‘more one loses himself in Christ, who is God, 
the more clearly does he see that God is the sole mover 
in commencing .and directing and accomplishing 
everything worth while in the world.. Now we are to 
see how true this was in the life of the Jews of Baby- 
lonia. Things were going to be radically changed for 


~~ 


; thee iptives there; but ft was wholly by the action of 


The Teaching of the Lesson 

Let us see how God exercised his power on a pagan 
king and a captive people, and how he showed his 
way of doing things. 

op’s Powrer witH Cyrus.—Let the class know 
something ‘of what followed ‘the period of Ezekiel 
(whom we left last en oe referring to President 
Sanders’ rst paragraph. e have come to a new 
ruler, and a remarkable one. The meteor-like career 
of Cyrus is briefly shown in Dr. Sanders’ 2d para- 
graph, while his 3d and 4th paragraphs give an idea 
of the sort of ruler Cyrus was, The extent of his do- 
main is given by Professor Beecher, on verses 2, 3. 

So Cyrus was, humanly spenne a very strong 
man,—a gigantic figure among the kings of history. 
And he was a pagan: he did not worship God as 
God asks to be worshiped. Yet God had no difficulty 
in using this imperial pagan giant. 

What did God want to use him for? That is 
plainly.shown in verses 1-4. How did God make 
this use of Cyrus ?—that is, how did God communi- 
cate his will to Cyrus? That we are nottold. But 
one inference seems most reasonable, as given in Pro- 
fessor Beecher’s 1st paragraph and his comment on 
verse 1. God's power in getting at men is shown in 
Mr. Ridgway's 1st paragraph. 

As for Cyrus’ paganism, that is plainly shown by 
the facts given by fessor Beecher on verses 2, 3 
and Mr, Ross’.7th paragraph. But God uses all kinds 
of instruments,—‘‘ tainted” and otherwise. A vigor- 
ous declaration on this is made in Mr. Ridgway's 2d 
paragraph. Let us never get away from the truth 
that G is the personal agent in everything credit- 
able: Mr. Pierson's rst paragraph sets this forth. 

Gon’s Power witH IsrazL.—The Chosen People 
went into Babylonia a broken, sin-defeated race. 
From the place of highest spiritual privilege in the 
world, together with the material prosperity that real 
Spiritual life assures, they had sunk to such depths 
that, as a people, they were objects of contempt in 
the eyes of the world, and traitors to God. at 
could God do with them? Was his power equal to 
their redemption ? 

Yes; and he used their humiliation for their <e- 
demption. An unusually effective acrostic on the 
word ‘‘ Return,” showing what six things the Jews 
gained in Babylonia, is given in the first 4 pemeragns 
of Mr. Wells’ Novelty. This will bring out how God 
exerted his power for his own people in theif time 
of at need. 

. That those Jews who returned to Palestine were 
God-moved men, and that the Return was the ‘out- 


2H. Clay Trumbull’s ‘‘Our Misunderstood Bible,’ pp..203,-204- 


‘through us. To-be in eternal captivit 
the bondservants of. Christ, is to.be forever freed 


LESSON 3. OCTOBER 15. THE RETURN FROM THE CAPTIVITY 
Ezra 1: 1-11; 2: 64-70. Commit 1: 3, 4 
- Golden Text: He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in lovingkindness.—Micah 7 : 18 


Read Ezra 1, 2 


“1 Now in the first year of } Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of chovah by the mouth of Jere m 


ah, the 
of enwany given int ; and.he beth me to build him a 
house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah ver there 
among you of all his le, his God be with him, and let 


him go to J udah, 
house of Jehovah, the God of Israel 2 (he is God), which is in 
Jerusalem. 4 And whosoever is left, in any place where he 
rneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and 
w gold. and with and with beasts, besides the free- 

1 offering for the of God which is in Jerusalem. 
5 Then rose up the heads of fathers’ Aouses of Judah and 
in, and the priests, and the Levites, oven. 9h whose 
spirit God had stirred to go up to build the house of Jehovah 
which is in Jerusalem. And all they that were round about 
them strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, 
with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, besides 
all that was wi offered. be Also Cyrus the king brought 
forth the vessels of the house £ Jehovah, which Neb-u-chad- 
nez’zar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put in 
the aed way 8 even those did Cyrus king of Persia 
bring forth by h 


numbered them unto Shesh-baz’zar, the prince of Judah. 9> 


And ‘this is the number of them: thirty platters of gold, a 
thousand platters of silver, nine and twenty knives, 10>thirty 
bowls of gold, silver bowls of a second sort four hundred and 
ten, and other vessels a thousand. 11 All the vessels of gold 
and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All these 
did Shesh-baz’zar bring up, when they of the captivity were 
brought up from Babylon unto Seumaaiam 
1 Heb. Coresh. * Or, he is the God who is in Jerusalem 


The American Revision copyright, 1908 by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—What word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jere- 
miah is here referred to? s this mean that Cyrus made 
this proclamation in order that Jeremiah’s prophecy might 
be fulfilled 2, (Beecher ; Ridgway, 1 ; Wells, + 

Verse..2.~-Over how much of the world was Cyrus 
actually ruling? (Beecher; Sanders, 2.) 

Verse 3.—Did C evidently look upon Jehovah as the 
supremie aiid only ? (Beecher; Ross, 7.)°' , 

erse 4:—What is meant by the phrase ‘‘ whosoever is 
left’? ? (Beecher.) 

Verse §.—Is any estimate made as to the number of 
Jews in Babylon at this time ? (Beecher ; Sanders, 10.) 

Verse 6.—What distinction between the gifts mentioned 
here, and ‘‘ all that was willingly offered’ ?. ( Beecher. ) 

Verse 7.—Under whose reign in Judah had Nebuchad- 
nezzar done this ? ( Beecher.) 

Verse 8.— What is known about Sheshbazzar ? (Beecher.) 

2: 70.— What is meant by “‘ all Israel’? ? (Beecher.) 








come of faith, Mr. Ross’ 2d and 3d paragraphs show. 
The spirit of these God-filled men is described in Dr. 
Sanders’ 8th paragraph; how the Jews’ religious life 
had been kept up in Babylonia is told in Miss Lovett's 
3d paragraph. An extremely vivid and realistic 
eet gy of all this is given in Mr. Hall's story, “A 

ng of Ascents,” on page 468. The ‘‘Song” which 
is its climax is our lesson of two weeks hence. 

Picturesque glimpses of such a caravan as this 

at band of pilgrims must have been are given by 

r. Mackie and in the Lesson Scenes. 

Gop'’s Way or Doinc Txincs.— When the time 
came for God's release of cee ng from captivity, he 
arranged it in an un tedly complete and lavish 
way. That is the way he always likes to do things, 
—and does, unless men’s sin blocks this. ‘There was 
nothing ‘‘skimpy” about Cyrus’ proclamation. It 
flung the doors wide open for all who would pass 
through, and eng we me meng their being given 
every help possible. The action with regard to the 
temple treasures was of the same big, open-handed 
sort. God can restore to us treasures that we had 
long ago counted hopelessly lost. True, there was 
the discipline of disappointment, or disillusionment, 
in the entire experience, as Mr. Ross’ 6th to 11th para- 

aphs show ; but even this was a part of the rich 

lessing planned of God. 

(1) is always better than we ask or think. We 
ask- for alittle: he gives much. (2) He has.all 
power with all,—those who serve him, actually or 
nominally, and those who do not intend to serve him 
atall. (3) And God is the mover, the originator, the 
worker, in everything worth while in every human 
life and in the whole world. Let us never forget 
these three great facts. As we remember them and 
live in ever-constant and increasing yielding to him, 
he will work ever greater miracles of love and power 
to him, as 


from ali:captivity into the freedom wherewith the 
Son sets men free. 






1:7 
‘if the 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


*TIME.—The first year of Cyrus (Ezra 1 : 1)as king 
of kings in Babylon, 538 B.C. The first year 
of Cyrus as king of the s and Persians was 

earlier, and his first year as king of Anshan was much 
earlier. Daniel was living, and was influential with 
the Persian monarchy (Dan. 1: 21; 10:1, and the 
whole book). This fact doubtless had much to do 
with the favors granted to the Jews. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 5 . 

Verse 1.—T7he word of Jehovah by the mouth of 
Jeremiah: Jeremiah said much concerning a 
return from exile (for example, 31, 32, 33). He had 
specifically mentioned a return in seventy years (25 : 
‘II-13; 29 : 10). Devout Jews were studying his 
——- with reference to this point (Dan. 3 : 1-2) 
—That the word... might be accomplished: This 
was the intention of Jehovah in the matter; whether 
Cyrus had the same intention noone knows. The 
seventy is a round number. It was sixty-eight years, 
‘counting inclusively, from the deportation of Daniel 
to 538 B. C. It'was seventy years from the destruc- 
tion of Solomon’s temple, 586 B. C., to the completion 
of the second temple. Other possible termini of the 
‘seventy years might be suggested.—/ehovak stirred 
up: Presumably through the influence of Daniel and 
others ; perhaps also by direct divine impulses. 

Verses 2-3.—For additional information see Ezra 
3:73 5:13-6:5.—Adll the kingdoms of the earth: 
Cyrus probably regarded himself as entitled to 
strictly universal dominion. His actual domains ex- 
tended from Asia Minor and the Mediterranean to 
the north and the east far beyond the Tigris. The 
Jews were widely scattered in these many countries, 
not confined in residence to Rabgionls proper, Vasily 
this statement, and make it real by using a coneord- 
ance, looking up the word ‘‘ countries” in Jeremiah 
‘and Ezekiel and Daniel, and then considering’ the 
‘situation presented in Esther.— The God of heaven : 
A recognized, though not Very'commion, designation 
for Jehovah (Gen. 24 : 3,7; Neh. © 24)'5 $'2% 4,90 ; 

onah 1: 9; Psa. 136 : 26).—AHath... given me: 
This reads like the utterance of a monotheist, recog- 
nizing Jehovah as the one univeral God; but the in- 
formation we have concerning Cyrus makes it certain 
that lie extended the same recognition to the great gods 
of other religions. If he was a monotheist, his creed 
would be that of' Alexander Pope's phrase,‘ Jehovah, 
Jove, or Lord.”—Charged me to build > In the sense 
of commissioning and helping others to build. 

Verses 4, 6,—And whosoever: In the Hebrew not 
the same phrase as in verse 3, though designating 
the same persons.—/s /eft: The familiar prophetic 
phraseology in which the Jews who escape destruc- 
tion are designated as a ‘‘remnant,” as those who 
are left (for example, Isa. 10:21, 22; Jer. 42: 2; 
Hag. 2:3; Neh. 1: 2,3).—Help him with silver, etc. : 
There would be many Jews who would themselves 
feel unable to migrate, but would be willing to show 
their interest in the movement by making contribu- 
tions. Cyrus himself was also a contributor (Ezra 
1: 7f£€; 6: 4-5), and persons not Jews might contribute 
wished.—7he freewill-offering ... besides 
all that was willingly offered: Specific contribu- 
tions for the temple and its services, as well as other 
volunteered contributions in aid of the movement. 

Verse 5.—Ali whose spirit God had stirred: About 
50,000 pecgie are mentioned in the list (Ezra 2, dupli- 
cated in Neh. 7: 5-73 ye Larceny some of these 
went with Zerubbabel, and some went later; we 
have no means of knowin 
with Zerubbabel. Those who migrat were 
mostly poor, if we may judge by the numbers of 
their slaves and their live stock (Ezra 2 : 65-67); and 
they were few in number compared with those who 
remained behind ; but they included some of the best 
blood of the nation, and many of the persons whose 
faith ca asad ves 

Verse 7.— Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth: 
In the reigns of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah 
(Dan. 1 : 2; 2 Kings 24: 13; 25 : 13 ff). 

Verse 8.—Sheshbazzar: Probably another name 
for Zerubbabel. He was governor (Ezra 5 : 14 comp. 
Hag. 1 : 1, 14; 2:2, 21). He laid the foundations of 
the temple (Ezra 5: 16 comp. Zech. 4:9). He was 
hereditary ‘‘ prince” of Judah, a title which well fits 
Zerubbabel. There is no reason for identifying him 
with Zerubbabel’s uncle, Shenazzar (1 Chron. 3 : 18). 

Verse 70.—Aili Israel: The people generally, as 
distinguished from the temple servants just men- 
tioned. Israel; as the covenant name, is applied to 
Jews as well. as to the northern Israelites (for exam- 
ple, Ezek. 3 : 1, 4, 5, 7). 

Auburn, N. Y¥. 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 15 (Bzra. 1 : 1-11 ; 2 : 64-70) 


Disciplined by Disillusionment 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


| T Exodus from Egypt and tle Return froni the 


Babylonian exile are the two great Old. Testa- 
bles of Deliverance. A is rich 


ment country 
is so far equi for religious work; in 
equipped igio 


indeed, 


_ whose history there is the record of a great 


of a yore | which has 


tien. Such events remain parables of the 

act and issues of redemption a pehinios : the rel 
through such a - 
never cease to be a redemptive religion, 

aving redemption as its core. . 

“Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah 
and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, 
even all whose spirit God had stirred.” That is to 


_ Say, the men who returned were sifted by their faith 


in God from the mass of their brethren who in Baby- 
lon had been subdued to the pagan levels around 
them, and had wn indifferent to Israel’s mission 
and place in the world. 

And because the Return was thus the outcome of 
faith, the religion of the new community founded 
had henceforth at least a relative porte, Idolatry 
was nlow forever at an end in Israel: the idolatrous 
passion of Israel had been burned out (the thought is 
tremendously significant) on pagan soil, And this 
meant a great deal more than a theologically ortho- 
dox belief in the unity and spirituality of God. It 
meant new standards of chastity, for the idolatry 
into which Israel had for centuries been prone 'to slip 
was only a synonym for religion-sanctioned lust. 
And the Jewish people have never lost their emi- 
nence among the people of the earth for chastity. 

And, further, this purer faith was henceforth, ina 
way unrealized before, the center of this restored 
national life.’ Israel in its restored form was a congre- 

ation rather than.a kingdom, an ecclesiastical repub- 
lic whose center was the ‘‘ house of the Lord.” 

One feels, then, the grandeur) and dignity of this 
exodt's from Babylon under Zerubbabel and Joshua 
the high-priest. And yet we do not teach the truth 
of this lesson unless we let the darker side of the 

icture be seen. For, if we follow the history a little 
urther, we see that within the Return was wrapped 


. the discipline of a great disillusionment. 


The first element of disillusionment for the return- 


‘ing Israel must have been the agency through which 


. Thus,saith the Lord to his,anointed [to his ‘‘ 


liberty had come. How the prophets of the Exile 
had sung of Cyrus ! ‘The Lord saith of Cyrus, he 
is my, shepherd, and shall perform.all.my eregy ! 

» his.2 “Christ”, 
to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden !” 

Now it is true that Cyrus was a noble prince, mod- 
est, generous, magnanimous, called ‘‘ Father” by the 
very Reople he conquered. It is true also that it was 
**the Lord who had stirred up the spirit” of Cyrus. 
But alas !.though the Lord had called and surnamed 
him, he did not know Jehovah as the only God. He 
was.a polytheist with that fatal latitudinarian hos- 
pitality to all sorts of gods'which dissipates the sense 
of responsibility in the pagan mind, t the conquest 
of Babylon he was lavish in his sacrifices to the gods 
of the place. .‘‘In the goodness of their hearts,” he 
prayed, ‘‘ may all the gods whom I have .gestored to 
their strong places daily intercede before Bel and 
Nebo that they may grant melength ofdays!" Think 
of the humiliation to Israel, to be restored to their 
land -by this heathen, contemptuously “restoring 
various gods,” Jehovah among them, ‘‘totheir strong 
places,’’ because he did not believe in deportation as 
an imperial policy ! 

Then again it was largely at Gentile expense and 
under Gentile control that the Return was effected. 
More as convicts under guard than as free men did 
the Jews—the word ‘‘ Jew” was coined then—go out, 
under a Tirshatha, and policed by one thousand troop- 
ers of the emperor. It was of largesse, and not of 
right, that the vessels of the house of the Lord were 
restored ; and, as we see later, the suzerainty was 
stifly maintained and the action of the leaders of 


. Israel called to strict account. 


And, finally, the state of the land. ‘Ye shall go 
out with, joy, and be led forth with peace,” the 
prophet had. sung; ‘‘the mountains and the hills 
shall break forth before you into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands !” 

But it is when we read the words of Haggai and 
Zechariah, uttered sixteen years after this Return 
to hearten a weary and heart-sick people, that we 
realize what the facts were. The land was stony 
and desolate, as Isaiah had once predicted it would 
become, for sin infects the very soil of our lives: 
harvests were poor, and only by hard toil could a 
bare subsistence.be secured ; and in the absorption 
of this toil, men began to forget the hopes of Israel. 

We need not anticipate the story further. Only, 
so much it has been necessary to recall, lest we give 
a false idea of this Return, . For the lesson of it all 
for us is God’s discipline of disillusionment. In their 
ultimate application, not one word of all he had 
protiens his people. through his prophets was to fail; 

ut the picture of coming prosperity as seen in fore- 
shortened perspective by the heated imagination of 
the people was not then to correspond with the disci- 
paeary facts, It was so in Abraham’s life: how long 
e waited for the land of promise, and the first part of 


, other requisites 
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it he really owned was a grave! It was so with the 
Puritan fathers of New Ex 


- ; hopes they sailed forthe New World! And it is true 


that that which God has given in the New World has 
been infinitely more and. than the fathers could 
have conceivéd. But in between, what disillusion- 
ment, and discipline of sorrow, and waiting oe 
“It is for discipline,” said the author of the Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews,—and all life is the commen 
on the words,—‘‘ It is for discipline that ye endure.’ 
Montreat, CANADA. hd 
. 4 > 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 
Missionary bd the fee one Fong a ~ 
LL the kingdoms of the earth hath Jehovah, the 
God of heaven, given me ; and he hath charged 
me (v. 2). There is nothing nearer or dearer 
to the public mind in the East than the conception of 
empire as a sacred and token of God's favor, an 
of its sovereign as 
honor from men, and sub 


an empire becomes an act of in with what 
God has appointed, and calls for holy war. » 
Let the men of his place help him with silver 
(v. 4). A large bod men, assembled from differ- 
ent pinees, were to leave their work on the soil a 
in village handicrafts, and be converted into an im- 
mense Bed’ween caravan traversing the Syrian 
desert. Their chief comfort would be from the com- 
parison with another journey, when the same desert 
was traversed by conque slaves inchains. The 
procession was large enough to protect itself, but it 
would have to move slowly, for there were women 
and children in the host; the slow-pacing camels were 
loaded with the heaviest and most important bur- 
dens; flocks of sheep and goats would be with them 
to provide food by the way, and wherever the desert 
afforded any semblance of pasture the flocks and 
baggage animals must be allowed time to graze. 
Those who'straggled or fell behind would be liable 
to be cut off by the desert robbers. Among the chief 
requisites would be the large felt cloak in which the 
traveler enveloped the whole body when sleeping 
under the open sky ; gourds also they must have, 
and tanned skins of the sheepand t for the supply 
of water; them halters, fetlock-ban $s, nose-bags,-and 
or. the baggage animals ; wooden 
and copper yessels for making dough in, some simple 
utensils for —— and baking bread, and sacks for 
convenience in making up the balanced load for each 
beastof burden. Asthe strange host with its strange 
motive rested at noon, or took its course by starlight, 
the daily experience would introduce improved or- 
ganization ; and on the other hand, as usually happens 
on such journeys, as the strain and privation pressed 
more heavily upon them, many an article once deemed 
important and necessary would be cast aside. 


& 
God’s Spirit—Man’s Spirit 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


M*"s are given credit for much more than they 
deserve. The progress of the world,. the 
ideals and aspirations of men, the beauties of 
character and service, are not primarily due ‘to man, 
but to God. Left to himself man would be like the 
savages of Africa, or at best like the unevangelized 
multitudes of India-and China. The rebuilding of 
the temple at Jerusalem, and the re-establishment of 
a Jewish state in Palestine, was not primarily or 
rincipally due to Cyrus, or to Nehemiah, or the 
Tuas. but to God, whose Spirit stirred them up. 

The Spirit of God is moving on men’s hearts to- 
day. He has great and good purposes for man, for 
the church, for the world. He moves men to leave 
the comforts of home for the hardships of the mis- 
sion field; to take up work among despised and 
neglected ples, like the Jews, the negroes, the 
Chinese, is Spirit stirs up men to consecrate their 
children to his service abroad; to allow their best 
workers and most promising young people to go out 
from the church. e puts it into the hearts of men 


-and women who remain at home to give of their sub- 


stance, ee, and gladly, to help forward his 
work. Il these promptings that come into our 
hearts and minds are stirrings of God’s Spirit. The 
credit does not lie with us; but the great question 
is, do we respond to the divine impulse, or do we 
smoother it with selfish ambitions and indulgences ? 
Has God stirred Me od spirit to go? No pape 
ness Or success can had by remaining. Has he 
stirred up your spirit to permit friends, helpers, 
loved ones to go? Do not hinder them. Has he 
stirred your spirit with the impulse to give money 
and prayers for the- advancement. of his Kingdom? 
Rejoice and give gladly, generously. This is the 
path of ‘blessing. Every: one. may.in one of these 
ways enter inte partnership with the Spirit of God, 
Brooxtyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 

The Correction.—7hat the word of Jehovah... 
might be accomplished (v. 1). God remembers his 
(Jer. 29.:-10-14; Isa, 44 : 26-28), All other 
ises be accomplished too, ‘*God stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus.” en God wants things done 
he stirs up the spirit of some one todo them. Co- 
lumbus. seeeate: -Luther. When God wanted 
the United States to wake up religiously on its one 
hundredth birthday in 1876, he stirred up the spirit of 
a man named Moody. én ‘‘ corporation iniquity * 
arrived at the insolent point, God stirred the spirit of 
a man named Roosevelt to take his ak stick.” 
God's stirring is always one of salvation, Stirred to 
save. God is behind all nations—if he is not before 

them. Every wicked nation has pe But onl 

after efforts of salvation. Perhaps ‘‘ panics” an 
other things we find hard to understand may be the 

putting forth of God’s hand to save America. 


Heathen Help.—He hath charged me to build him 

v. 2). What! Have Cyrus, a heathen, 
Learned men 
this generous 


t only to the S ~ gi ious reasons why Cyrus d 
'Elcotse peave bins’ hae Cat of tacciiity Soteanlaelt ee re Baar kingdom for Egypt." Now what a 
terference 


‘* buffer” that forlorn crowd wou Ireland a buf- 
ferget Englandand America! ‘‘Togetanenemy out 
‘\the~heart of his kingdom.” The enemy” were 
shop and attending strictly to business. 
*t_you see Daniel's fine hand in the whcle thing ? 
yrus could appreciate an able man. God does all 
things by way of common sense. So he starts Jeru- 
salem again through a little talk between a wise old 
God-guided counsellor and an able ruler. At any 
rate, the fact remains that God permitted a heathen 
to rebuild the only church he had in the world. You 
folks who send back or refuse the help of your 
‘*heathen” neighbor can find no warrant for it in 
the present lesson. Take his help and win the 
heathen. Dr. Cowan said there was only one thing 
about ‘‘tainted”” money—'tain’t enough. ‘And the 
stranger that is within thy gates.” 


With the Poets.— Whosoever there is among you 
(v. 3). Anew generation had been born in the sev- 
enty years. Slavery had squeezed all idolatry out 
of them. Jerusalem and its glorious temple was a 

andmother’s oft-told golden story. Just as Cream 

idge, New Jersey, is the.g land, of the older 
ut as. for us Ric ew 4 boys,—well, the 
iron business down here in Coatesville is good enough 
for us. We are not longing for the sandy acres and 
stately mansions of our Jersey forbears. Reckon 
most of these Babylonian Jews felt like the younger 
Ridgways. But there are always some poets who 
get up on the high levels, So a little company of 
volunteers goes k to the old Jerusalem home. 
Poets are always pioneers, and pioneers are poets. 
Thus good bl came into the new Jerusalem. The 
** hard-headed” stayed at Babylon. The dreamers 
dared. This is why the mission Sunday-school is 
always so . The ts run it until it becomes a 
church, Then the ‘‘hard-headed ” come in and take 
possession of the enterprise that has been backed by 
them from Babylon (Isa. 52: 8). 


Spisited.—A // whose spirit God had stirred (v. 5). 
This is why I call them poets. Pioneers are spirited 
men, Why things get done. You never saw a 
pave. Saggy in your life. ‘‘ Always a-gettin’ up 
sumthin’,” they say of a local Edison. t is not 
accidental that Christian lands lead all progress. 
‘‘All Americans and English ain't Christians.” No, 
George; under the micro and in the analysis 
we are not all Christian, In the pig-iron down in the 
mill there is sulphur and phosphorus, but it is basic 

ig-iron just the same, even if it is not all iron. 

’s spirit is right here in Coatesville, although 
mixed with us are men who are sulphur and phos- 
phorus and other impurities we wish as little of as 

sible. If you farmers don’t understand this pig- 
iron illustration, let me tell you we call it milk even 
if it isn’t all milk. There was only a remnant ready 
to go. There is only a remnant ready to give up 
everything for God. ; 


Kipling.— 7he vessels... which Nebuchadnezzar 
had brought (v. 7). God uses those who are not his 
followers. Nebuchadnezzar little dreamed that he 
was trustee of his captiwe’s treasures and preserving 
them until a day of need. It was not Cyrus’ fault 
the vessels had been profaned. We are constantly 
coming upon evils others have started. But if we 
let the evils alone, the blame ison us. Many a man 
has been made by some Nebuchadnezzar who carried 
him into captivity. I hope you have all read Kip- 
ling’s great story, ‘‘ Captains Courageous.” It tells 
of the spoiled son of a rich man, and how, falling 
overboard from an ocean liner, he was picked up by 
acodfisherman. In his captivity on the fishing-boat 
we see the God-given qualities of manhood develo 
in him. When he gets back to Gloucester he has 
the vessels of the temple with him. ‘Captains 
Courageous ” is one of the few books of to-day that 
will live. Read it, specially you, Mr. Richman with 
a boy (Lam, 3 : 27; Psa. 94: 12). 

ColteWu2z¥,; Pa. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


In sending his order for the stereo- 
graphs of the second, third, and fourth 
yo Seep RR ET grenadine. 

as follows: “I am much 


wep ees Cosensgmete Sasha See anes 
ter. I like the idea of their use. I know 
it will materially advance the interest 
and success of the Sunday-school work.” 


This department utilizes the Underwood 
Travel System as a help in studying the lar 
lessons. Forty-five different places are visited 


in 1911. ‘The forty-five egy oe oar . 
and if ordered at one time a cloth-bound, ia. 
lettered case is given free. ‘Thirteen 
visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911 pgresase 
already owning the 1910 material need order 
only thirty-two new stere hs to make all the 
mess visits. ‘The use of these helps may profit- 
ably be begun af any time during t: ear. 
Eleven stereographs are to be used with the 
lessons of the fourth quarter; price, $1.84. 
Those who own the. 1910 material need order 
only eight ; price, $1.34. Less than four stereo- 
graphs in one order are 20 cents each. Stereo- 
scopes, 85 cents each. Postage or e is 
paid. Orders may be sent to The ay 
Bchool Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Vhila- 
delphia, Pa. 


T WAS a long and weary journey the Is- 
raclites had to make. e do not abso- 
lutely know what route they followed, 

but they would naturally go around rather 

than across the great Arabian desert, in order 

to keep within districts where there would 

be food and drinking water for the people 

and for their many pack animals. It is there- 

fore probable that they went through Da- 

‘mascus, as such pilgrims would do if making 

a similar journey this year. 
Our map indicates by the number 37, on 


bi 
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the map of northern Palestine, a position at 
the edge of the present city of Damascus, 
If you take your stand there, in an open 
space used for caravan camps, you may find 
right before your eyes a sight much like what 
the returning Hebrews saw when they were 
staying for a short time at the ancient city. 
Camels, stationed in long rows, are tied at 
regular intervals to prevent their straying or 
quarreling. They are exactly the same sort 
of tough, 5 ae Part beasts that have been 
used in Syria for long, long centuries. Some 
are kneeling to rest. Some are standing 
with saddle-cloths tied, as if ready to be led 
away. A tent is pitched only a few rods 
ahead of where you stand. ‘Over the tops of 
some green trees you get glimpses of a few 
of the permanent buildings in the nearer 
quarter of the city itself. Several have 
Primes. dome-shaped roofs ; one (a Mos- 
lem mosk) has two till, slender niinarets or 
prayer-towers, — po 

Israelites camping on or somewhere hear 
this same ground about twenty-five hundred 
yeats ago doubtléss pitched ‘tents in some- 
what the same Way. though thé shapé of the 
tents may havé been different. “ The Damas- 
cus bazaars, to which they -vent to buy new 
supplies of various sorts, were streets lined 
with flat-roofed and dome-roofed buildings 
lik those you find here now. The twin- 
towered mosk is unlike the buildings of that 
older time. 

It had no doubt been an exciting journey 
as well as a wearisome one. The emigrants 
had been well — for the long months 
of slow travel ; that fact in itself, even with- 
out’ the floating <remors of rich treasure 
among their belongings, made them liable to 


it’ James D.: Lawson, 
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es ‘end indeed from robbers: In ee 
indeed among Bed’ween 
highway robbery was not rded oa. 


reputable way of gétting.a living. The boys 
in the tion had doubtless seen some 
vigorous ting done now and then in de- 


fense of the caravans, 

Over and over again, while camels like 
these were me pe rem the long, 
roads, or around camp-fires at 
stories of the old, old Hebrew times had 


been repeated to the ng people by their 
elders, There must hee been many whose 


hearts were afire with splendid resolve, The | tongue of some of my sons years 


hets of the nation, even in her darkest 
ys, had declared that she hada glorious 
destiny yet to be fulfilled. And evidently it 
depended now on their own faithfulness 
whether the chance should be lost or should 
be wrought into real fact. They had some- 
thing in their hearts—those returning exiles 
—that —— well make them regard the jour- 
ney’s hardships as mere incidental trifles! 
se a stereograph entitled ‘“*A caravan 
camp at old Damascus.’’ 


. 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL monday are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of department. One dollar is 
Offered for every pasodones lesson illus- 

tration uset'and two dollars for the best illus- 


tration each week. An important circular ex- 


plaining the acceptance material, and the 
year's calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal rience. The p ce will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally accep*able in point and effectiveness. 

The Manliness of Resentment.— / re- 
taineth not his anger for ever, because he 
delighteth in lovingkindness (Golden Text). 
A gentleman once went to Sir Gardley Wil- 
mot in great wrath and indignation at an 
injury he had received from a person high in 
power, and which he was meditating how to 
resent in the most effectual manner. Hav- 
ing related the particulars, he asked Sir 
Gardley.if it would not be manly to resent it, 


|. ‘* ¥es,’*. said the. Christian knight, ‘it will 


be manly to resent it, but God-like:to forgive 
Charlottetown, 
P.£. 1. From The Canadian Missionary. 


What Not to See.— He retaincth not his 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in lov- 
ingkindness (Golden Text). On reaching 
home one evening, tired and somewhat dis- 

irited, my little girl brought me her copy- 
k which she had just completed. {[t was 
her first, and the young face reddened with 
a beautiful and honest flush, for she knew as 
she turned over the pages some little word 
of praise and cheer would reward her hard 
attempt, The pages wére very neatly writ- 
ten, and I told her what a pleasure it was to 
see how careful she had been, Presently we 
came to one on which were two small blots. 
As she turned the page the little hand was 
laid upon them, and, looking up into my face 
with an artlessness that was beautiful, she 
said, ‘*Papa, don’t see the blots!’’ Of 
course I did not see them, but I bent down 
and kissed tbe little forehead, and was thank- 
ful for the lesson I had learned. How pre- 
cious it would be if, amid all the nameless 
strifes and discords that so fret and chafe us, 
we coulc iust lay the finger on the sullied 
pose of human lives and not ‘‘ see the blots!’ 
hen littlenesses and meannesses and petty 
aa annoy and vex us, if we would 
only look away from these to some brighter 
pages!—/uniata Rohrback, Washington, 
D.C. From Epworth Era. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this tllustration. 


Dr. Whyte’s Answer.— He delighieth in 
lovingkindness (Golden Texts). r. Alex- 
ander Whyte of Edinburgh tells us of an in- 
terview he had with Dr. Carmen of Glasgow, 
one of the finest and most successful men in 
the city, and munificent in_his liberality to 
every good ceuse. God had prospered him, 
and he had tried to do well. by any poor crea- 
ture who came to him, Dr. Whyte had been 
doing some church business with him, and 
when they had ‘finished he looked at -the 
doctor with great: blazing eyes, and said, 
** Now, ha’e ye any word foran old sinner? ’’ 
**It took my breath away,” says Dr. Whv's. 
** He was an old saint! . Bntiit is the para- 
dox of grace that the greatest saints feel 
they are the greatest sinhers. So I just: rose 
up and held: out ‘my hand ‘te him—a strong 


‘man’s hand © was ~his*—and J said::to’ him, 


‘He delighteth in mercy.’ ~ “I had: nothitig 


tried to preach te you to-day.’’—W. Heth- 
erington, Plumstead, Eng. 


What is Mercy ?—He retaineth not his 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in lov- 
inghindness (Golden Text). A mother 
sought the pardon of her son from the first 
Napoleon. ‘The emperor said it was his 
second offense, and justice demanded his 
death, ‘*I don’t ask for justice,”’ said the 
agra pl an Pa ag 

L866 not deserve mercy.’ 

** Sire,’’ cried the mother, *‘ it would not be 

if he deserved it, and mercy is all I 

ask for.’? ‘* Well, then,”’ said Napoleon, 

**I will have mercy.’’ And her son was 

saved.—AMrs. M. Watts, Herne Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. From Good Company. 


For the One Who Follows.—And ai/ 
they that were round about them strengthened 
their hands (v.6). In ‘The Golden Rule is a 
story about an umbrella mender who sat 
down on the door steps and went to tinker- 
ing away on the old umbrella. ‘‘ You seem 
extra careful,’’ I remarked. ‘Yes,’’ said 
he, working without looking up, ‘I try to 
do work,’? ‘Your customers would 
not know the difference until you were gone,"’ 
Isuggested, ‘*No; Isuppose not.’’ ‘*Do 
you ever expect to come back?’’ ‘No.’ 
** Then why are. you so particular?’’ ‘So 
that it. will be easier for the next fellow who 
comes a ” he answered simply. ‘If I 
put on shoddy cloth or do bad work, they 
will find it out in a few weeks, and the next 

‘that comes: along will get the cold 
shoulder or the bulldog—see ??’s—7ike Rev. 
Rs: Si Sattersfield, Cordell, Okla, 


‘How a Shut-In Helped.—TZicy gave 
after th:r ability (vy. 69). The Record of 
Christian Work tells of a Christian who 
thought he could do very little, if anything, 
for Christ, since he was a cripple. At last 
some one suggested to him that he write to 
other ‘shut-ins,’’—prisoners in jails. He 
thought it a splendid idea, and started at 
once at his new work. Into those letters he 
put his very best strength of Christian man- 
hood, ready wit, and inspiring cheer. No 
replies ever came, and it was a severe test to 
his faithfulness to.do a work so little noticed 
or appreciated. One day a line came from 
a jailor: ‘* Dear Sir: Will you use thicker 
paper, for your letters drop to pieces with 
much reading as they pass from cell to cell.’’ 
—Lrnest A. Lagerstrom, St, Paul, Minn, 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 


we thank thee that in our deadness of life we 
can yet know the stirrings of thy Spirit. ‘Thou 
dost not desire that we should find contentment 
and quietness of mind in bondage to any alien 
lord. And to-day we pray thee that wherein 
any of us are bondslaves in that may we be 
set free by bia Fem ml complete indwelling 
and mastery. rd Jesus, may we rise into an 
acceptance of a freedom at thy hand immeas- 
urably more glorious than the freedom pro- 
claimed by any earthly ruler. May we let thee 
have thy way with us! In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


’ After the Lesson.— Have you ever watched 
the rise of the tide by the seashore? It is 
one of the world’s wonders, this lift of the 
tide. Over the green depths of the sea a power 
moves the waters shoreward, pushes the 
combing breakers farther and farther up the 
beaches,. without any sign of its presence but 
that steady shoreward lift of the sea, rising so 
gradually that one hardly notices it. But 
how irresistible is that power! Men do not 
try to control the tides. Men contrive to 
take the tides into account in their docks 
and piers and bulkheads and boats. So the 
Spirit of God stirs in the deeps of a human 
soul. Cyrus felt it. The captives felt it. 





You and I can note it to-day in our 





own lives, moving us to new 
levels of thinking and doing. oe ev enty 
little structures we have made are over- 





vah moves in. 

own will our is stirred in us. 
SPIRIT QTIRRED - 
HANDS OTRENGTHENED 











For the hands are wonderfully strength- 

ened; help comes from 

when we rest upon the rising tide 

Why not let God hare his way with 
not let e us to 

Sead en te bocohen? hae 
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- Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“* Weary of earth, and laden with my sin." 
** Just as I am, without one plea."’ 

** Out of my sorrow, and night." 
‘* Take me, O my Father, take me.”’ 

“* There's a wideness in God's mercy."’ 

“‘ Through all the changing scenes of life." 
“* God moves in a mysterious way.”’ 

** Oh, for a tho tongues to sing."’ 
(References in theses are to the metrical 
Psalm * Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 44°: 10-12 (93 : 1-3). 
Psalm 124 : 1-4 (269: 1, 2). 
Psalm 138 : 1-5 (295 : 1-4). 
Psalm 107 : 1-5 (220 : 1-5 

Psalm 126 : 1-4 (274 : 1-3). 


4 
Lesson Home-Readings 


(Selected under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association, and aoe by the American 
Section of the International Lesson Committee). 
M.—Ezra 1 : 1-11 ; 2: 64-70. ‘The Return from 

the Captivity. 
T.—Isa. 45 : 1-13 . The Lord's Word to Cyrus. 
W.—lIsa. 44: 21-28. . , Cyrus asthe’ Lord's 
Shepherd. 
T.—2 Chron. 36: 22, 23. . The Word of the 


Lord by. Cyrus. 
F.—Jer..25 : 1-14... The Word of the Lord by 
. Jeremiah. art 
S.—Jer. 29 : 1-14. The Word of the Lord again 


rts 


by Jeremiah. ~ 
S.—Ezek. 37 : 1-28 . Ezekiel’s Prophecy of the 
Resurrec:ion of Israel. 





- Department. Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON TEACHING.— God keeps his prom- 


ises. 

Before the Lesson.—Robbie’s uncle 
and aunt and two cousins were going to the 
country for a vacation, so they invited Robbie 
to go. He was only seven, so his uncle 
promised that if he grew lonesome and 
wanted to go home he would take him. 

In the country was a beautiful lake for 
wading, bathing, and boat-rides ; there were 
fine trees to climb, and many games to play, 
beside a lot of children to play with. Robbie 
enjoyed it all for five days, but when it 
rained hard in the night he wanted his 
mother, and was ready to go home; so the 
next morning his uncle kept his promise, and 
took hira seventy miles on the car back to 
his home and mother. Although the country 
was so beautiful, there was no place like 
home. Sing softly the chorus of ‘*Home, 
Sweet Home.’’ 

Have you eve felt homesick? Then you 
know how Robbie felt, and many other peo- 
ple, too. Eighty-one city boys under thir- 
teen spent two wecks of vacation at ‘** Holli- 
day Home ’’ and had lots of fun ; but nearly 
all were glad to start back home to see 
parents, brothers, and sisters again when the 
two weeks had passed. 

Review.— Many of God’s children of Israel 
who were taken to the strange country were 
very homesick (Psa. 137: 1, 2), but -they 
couldn’t go back when they wanted to. ‘If 
a had gone, their city walls had been 
broken down and the houses burned, Some 
of them countec the months and years, 
hoping they might return. A'though they 
lived in <= beautiful place, it wasn’t like 
Jerusalem to them. Why were they carried 
to the strange land? How long must they 





stay? What did God promise to do when 























LESSON FOR OCT. 15 (Ezra x : 1-11 ; 2: 64-70) 


they were ready to live right? What three 
friends proved so brave that they would not 
bow to worship the golden image? What 
brave man prayed every day to God? What 

ed to Daniel because of his praying? 
Many other people were oy, br live right. 
Daniel was now an old man, but he never 


forgot God’s promise that his people should |. 


return to Jerusalem. 

‘Lesson Story.—One day there was such 
excitement and hurrying about in the houses 
of the children of Israel in Babylon. (The 
two cities be indicated by blocks at op- 

te ends of the table or sand-board, leav- 
ing the e between to illustrate the jour- 
ney.) The new nig Oe had sent out 
m es in writing t all who wanted to 
back to Joranslemn. to rebuild it and God’s 
ane might get readyand go. Someof the 
old people could remember how the city 
looked when oom were carried away as little 
children. They hoped they might live to see 
their loved cityonce more. How did it hap- 
that the king said they could go? Dan- 
el had carefully studied Jeremiah’s messages 
and told King Cyrus about them, and showed 
him other books which told that Cyrus would 
allow the le to go back, 

Every king re og and ued him , 
high officer. King was to sen 
out the m (read verses 2-4). Not 
only did King Cyrus tell them they might go, 
but he told his people to give them presents 
of gold, silver, brass, etc., to use when they 


built God’s house; and they did so. Best 
of all, King Cyrus told them they might carry 
back fifty-four hundred gold and silver dishes 


which had been taken from their temple in 
Jerusalem, 

No wonder it was a busy, happy time ! 
Some laughed and some cried for joy. I 
think the children clapped their hands and 
wanted to start right away. ‘They all had to 
wait for a leader, and to get ready for the 

“ long journey. Not everybody got ready, for 
some had good homes and business in Baby- 
lon, and wanted to stay. I think God was 
pleased that about fifty thousand wanted to 
go, never to worship idols again. God was 
ready to keep his promise. 

Before they could start they hnd to gather 

‘food, hundreds of horses and caméls, and 

_thousands of beasts.to help carry the women 

“and children arid’old people; and the heavy 
baggage. The men and strong boys could 
walk. Daniel must have. felt happy. He 
had lived in Jerusalem when a child, and re- 
membered many things about it, although 
seventy years had passed since he was brought 
to Babylon. 

i Next Sunday we will talk about the journey. 

During the week we may think how happy 
the people were to get ready to go. Some 
one wrote a beautiful song about it. (Repeat 
or read Psalm 126: 1-3, using verse 3 for a 
memory text, instead of the one from Micah. 

Home Work.—Make a list of the things 
you would like to carry on the journey back 
to Jerusalem, and write: ‘‘ Jehovah hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad,’’ 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett _ 


Wie a poor, ignorant person is af- 
flicted with a contagious disease, 

what does the city do with him? 
Why is the patient taken to a municipal hos- 
pital? Is the patient being punished? Who 
will receive the benefit? When can the pa- 
tient return? Would it be any advantage to 
detain him after pronounced cured? To de- 
tain the cured person would be unjust. Our 
lesson to-day is the story of how Israel be- 
came infected with something that threat- 
ened her life. She was removed to be cared 
for, and to-day we learn of her happy return 
home. Where is her home? Where has 
she been? Iliere we wrote on our tablets— 
I, Israel taken away ; II, The cure ; III, The 
return. 

What is it that had gotten into Israel’s 
blood? What was the only thing to save her? 
Who took her captive? Where were they 
taken? What was Jehovah’s object in per- 
mitting this? I told of the important depor- 
tations, and we recalled Daniel and Ezekiel 
as important men who had been removed. 
Now, Israel is under the control of whom ? 
: explained how Cyrus had conquered Baby- 
ion. 

For how long were the Jews in captivity? 





What do you Sy gy dry dur- 
ing these years Ay Aer aay Fl 


and brothers do if sent toa —- country 
to live? What would they do for a place 
of worship? I recalled the sun-worship of 
Persia, and explained the origin of the syna- 
es as schools to keep alive the Jewish 
th in these heathen surroundings, and to 
teach the children born in captivity that Je- 
hovah is the true God. Since seems 
now to have d from the nation, and 
they are worshiping Jehovah, they are now 
permitted to return home. 

I explained the difference in the policy of 
Cyrus. What made Cyrus think of this? 
Why were they ready to return? Did a// 
wish to return? y not? Which ones 
would be glad to return? Why? What 
did Cyrus instruct the soemtniog Jews to do? 
How did he himself help ? had taken 
those vessels away? had used them 
with di ? 

I pictured to my girls the great host of 
fifty thousand men, besides women and chil- 
dren and servants. The long and dangerous 
journey I explained from a map, telling the 
nature of the country and mentioning some 
difficulties and dangers they would meet, I 
told of the twelve divisions and of Zerub- 
babel. By allowing them to return, what 
was Jehovah really doing for them? Had 
they learned their ? Did they repeat 
the offense? How had the captivity been a 

ain? In what way had it n a loss? 
y did Jehovah let them come back as 
soon as they were cured? We marked and 
memorized Micah 7 : 18. Tell me, then, Jeho- 
vah’s object in punishment, Are individuals 
punished in this same way and for this same 
purpose? Explain why it is wrong to complain 
of God’s punishments. Let us, like the 
Jewish nation, make our punishments mark 
a new and better life. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


Read again Ezra 1: 1-11 and 2 : 64-70, 
Explain how the return from captivity showed 
Jehovah’s mercy. 

Read Ezra 3 : 1-7. Why was not the tem- 
ple built at once? 

Read Ezra 3 : 8-13. Who were the Jew- 


ish leaders at this time? 


Read Ezra 3: 8-13. Why do you think 
the old men wept? ; 

Read Ezra'4: 1-6. Was Zerubbabel wise 
or foolish in refusing this request ? 

Read Ezra 4: 7-16. How did the ene- 
mies hinder the Jews? 

Read Ezra 6 : 6-16. Find two helpers at 
home and two foreign helpers. 
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Your Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE lesson may begin with the location of 
the first return upon the ‘‘ Foot-rule of 
History” (see The Sunday School 

Times of April 1), a ‘‘Z” for Zerubbabel being 
placed at the beginning of the eleventh inch 
of the lower or Judah rule. To be accurate, 
the Israel and Judah rules should be reunited 
at this point; but that is not feasible. The 
end may be gained, however, by coloring 
them with the same color from this point on. 

To bring out the main points of the lesson, 
draw on the blackboard or a large sheet of 
paper (or even a pencil tablet) a very simple 
outline map showing the region between the 
upper Euphrates and the ‘Tigris where the 
Hebrews spent their captivity, and from there 
to and including Palestine (see map in your 
Bible}. Have the boys copy the map as you 
draw it. Print ‘*Cyrus’’ in Babylonia, and 
have a boy read an essay on Cyrus which he 
has written during the week. It should not 
be more than two minutes long, and the 
teacher will have given whatever help he 
has needed in the composition. 

At the reference in the first verse to the 
prophecies of Jeremiah, have the boys find in 
their Bibles Jeremiah 25 : 12 and 29: 10 and 
read the verses in concert. 

As you talk about the gifts made to the 
returning exiles, place little circles (for coins) 
in the region of the captivity. Draw a line 
from Mesopotamia to Jerusalem, indicating 
the probable course of the return journey. 
Print ‘‘ Home”’ at Jerusalem. When you 
discuss the gifts made by the Hebrews to the 
temple, for its rebuilding, place little circles 
about Jerusalem, representing coins, as be- 
fore. 


‘subjects and the pro 
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This Week’s Novelty.—Ask the boys to 
tell you what an acrostic is, We are to 
make one, as it will help us to discover the 
meaning of the exile and the return. Print 
in a vertical line, and.in tals, the letters 
of the word ‘‘ RETURN.”’ e boys will do 

same. Ask on what condition alone the 
ebrews were allowed to return, They had 
repented of their sins, Finish the ‘“* R’’ with 
the word ‘* Repented.’’ They had been to 
school in Ba ia : what they learned ? 
To trust God. To obey God. To hate idols, 
What word will re —_ the schooling in 
exile? ‘*Educated,’’ the may suggest, 
and the “*E”’ will aa tome te . 

They had had severe examinations in their 
Babylonian school, What tem ns had 
come to them? Temptations to wealth-seek- 
ing, to luxurious living, to infidelity, to idol- 
atry, to treason to , to forgetfulness of all 
the lessons of their past. t word will 

nt these examinations? Finish the 
“T” with ‘* Tested.” 

What had been the greatest error in the 
national history of the Hebrews, next to 
idolatry, and partly bringing about idolatry ? 
The division of the m. And what did 
the exile do for this? It united Judah and 
Israel once more. Therefore the ‘*U’’ will 
be completed with ‘* United.’”” _ 

What became of the goods: Wi Hebrews 
had lost, and the rich ings and uten- 
sils of the temple? Finish the ‘.R’’ with 





475 


the word ‘‘ Restored,’’ What was the result 
of all this varied and difficult experience? It 
was ‘* New life’’ for the nation, and thus the 
**N”’ and the acrostic will be completed. 
You will not want to leave the lesson with- 
out making a more personal application of 
its, truths, To that end, propose that the 
members of the class take turns in going into 
**exile.’” This ‘‘exile’’ will be in one cor- 
ner of the room, if you have a room, or even 
one end of the pew, if you have only a pew. 
One at a time the pupils will draw from a 
box their ‘‘sentences of exile.’’ One will 
read ‘*Captive to Drunkenness,’’ and you 
will ask the class how this exile can be 
brought back from his captivity. Others will . 
be sent into exile because captured by Greed, 
Lying, Selfishness, Disobedience, and so on. 
Bring out in each case the ways in which the 
sin exiles one from all good and all happiness. 
Get the boys to suggest practical ways of 
bringing about a retyrn from each exile. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read Ezra 3 and also 4: 1-5. Why was 
the new start the Hebrews made the wisest 
one sible? Make a list of verbs showing 
the different things the Hebrews did in this 
new start, How was it wise in the Hebrews 
not to accept the help of those that did not 
worship God? What kinds of associates are 
we to accept and what to reject? 


Boston, 





The Adult Bible Class—By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D.. 





The Conquest of Babylon by Cyrus: His Permission to the Exiles to Return 


to Judza, and the Response (Ezra 1: 1 to 2: 70. 


CONDUCTING THE CLASs SESSION 


ZEKIEL’S latest prophecy is dated in 
B.C, Thereafter for some time we 
know little of what affected the fortunes 
of the exiles in Babylonia. Under Nebu- 
chadrezzar’s successors the empire began to 
show its weakness, but the accession of Na- 
bonidus, the usurper, marked the beginning 
of the end. ‘He was an antiquarian, more 
concerned with excavating an ancient temple 
site ahd determining its age than with his 
ms which pressed upon 
them. But the vast resources and massive 
strength of Babylonia might have preserved 
it against any yee yen J had there not arisen 
a new but powerful and energetic foe, Cyrus 
the ae. , ‘. 

The of C rom com tive obscur- 
ity as the king of the little rr ay of Anzan 
to the dominance of all of Western Asia was 
so sudden that it took the ancient world en- 
tirely by surprise. In 549 B.C. he defeated 
his overlord, Astyages the Scythian king, and 
thus became master of the loosely organized 
Median empire. Within ten years he had 
conquered Mesopotamia, Lydia, the Greek 
States in the Aigean Sea and the east. By 
the autumn of 538 only Babylonia was left 
unconquered, It was quickly captured, and 
almost without bloodshed. One battle was 
fought victoriously by his generals, where- 
upon the Babylonians, induced not merely 
by the great prestige of Cyrus, but likewise 

great dissatisfaction with Nabonidus, 
opened the gates of the capital city and sub- 
mitted, 

While Cyrus lived the Babylonians had no 
reason to regret their ready surrender, The 
Cyropedaia of Xenophon may be a romance, 
but it correctly explains the wonderful suc- 
cess of that monarch in holding the empire 
which he had won so expeditiously. He was 
generous, careful to respect the rights and 
prejudices of conquered peoples, friendly to 
them and as lenient as a well defined author- 
ity would permit. In Babylonia Cyrus yA 
claimed a universal amnesty, was careful to 


safeguard the privil of his new subjects, 
instituted n ected building enterprises, re- 
paired and ed the temples, 


Toward the peoples formerly subject to the 
Babylonians Cyrus also showed favor. As 
soon as they had acknowledged his rule he 
restored to their pee tee found in 
Babylonia. He also in rebuilding 
their ruined temples, and sert back the gods 
which had been carried away to Babylon 
(Cyrus Cylinder, 31, 32). 

The Jews are not mentioned. in the inscrip- 
tions thus far discovered, but we. know that 
the same free: permission was granted to 
them that other exiles enjoyed,—to return to 
Judah and to rebuild the. temple of Jehovah. 

At this point the Book of Ezra takes up 
the story.. How soon, according so-the nar- 


537 B.C.). 


rative of Ezra, did Cyrus give permission to 
the Jews to return ‘to Judah? What four 
recommendations are expressed or implied by 
the proclamation as given in i : 2-5? Com- 
are the form of the decree as given in 6 : 2-6. 
hat details does it add? i! 
One would suppose that as one man the 
Jews in Babylonia would haye respotided to 
this permission and availed themselvés of it. 
But some of theni' hdd-spent.two generations 


in m Bag he It'was not- merely a 


\but i «growing opportunity ‘} 
were quite unwilling to exchange their luxury 


and ease for a long and painfal journey to 
desolated Judah and circumstances of poverty 
and struggle. 

But some there were who. had in them the 
spirit of consecration and earnestness, who 
were ready to brave all dangers for the sake 
of re-establishing gop re and the regular 
worship of Jehovah at the holy place. ow 
were these volunteers supported in their 
pape by their fellow-citizens and by the 

ing 

Over these returners Cyrus appointed as 
governor one Sheshbazzar (5 : 13-15; 1: 8), 
who went back to Palestine with them and 
helped to lay the foundations of the temple 
(5: 16). In addition, there were two well 
recognized leaders among the Jews: Joshua 
the high priest, and Zerubbabel the prince, 
who succeeded Sheshbazzar as governor. 

It is well known that many of the present- 
day scholars do not believe that so many as 
fifty thousand Jews went up to Palestine at 
this time, as apparently declared in chapter 
2, but that this list must represent a census 
of the ‘‘ children of the province ’”’ taken long 
afterwards. The interesting fact for us to 
note is that even fifty thousand was but a 
fraction of the Jewish people who had been 
settled in Babylonia, e great bulk of 
the exiles stayed where they were. Were 
= necessarily wrong in this attitude? 
Did it mean that they were absorbing the 
spirit <— great p ame and senliend that 

eyc worship Je acceptably in an 
land? They. belleved in the ‘rebuilding of 
Jerusalem and the jon of Judza, and 
would willingly contribute to ends, 
but saw no real future there for themselves. 
Jerusalem and the temple became of value as 
an ideal center and working standard for 
universal Judaism. 


Booxs THaT May Be Usep. 


A book written twenty years ago is still of 
very great value to those who would have a 
graphic view of this century, It is ‘‘ After 
the Exile,’’ two volumes by the Rev. P. Hay 
Hunter. Pages 1-91 are worth reading. 


George Adam Smith’s ‘‘ Jerusalem ’’ (vol. ii, 
PP. 291-296) is very helpful, likewise Sanders’ 
and Kent’s ‘‘Messages of the Later 





( Continued on ‘next page) 
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Hugh Cork’s 
“Sunday-School Clinic” 


In which you are the student, Mr. 
Cork and others the surgeons, and 
typical Sunday-schools the patients 











But how can such a thing be done? In this way: 


Mr. Cork, the Assistant General Secretary of the In- 
ternational Sunday-School Association, is now selecting for 
his clinic typical Sunday-schools, large and small, in ci 
and country, and he is choosing -also a staff of Sunday- 
school experts, each one of whom”knows one of these 
schools thoroughly. , 


In a full page, appearing about once a month in The 
Sunday School Times, one Sunday-school at a time will be 
described, dissected, and interpreted by one of Hugh Cork’s 
staff, with comments by Mr. Cork himself. Each school will 
be brought into the clinic because of its marked success in 
an important department of the Sunday-school field. 


Here, for instance, is a school that has nobly over- 
come a bad tendency to heart-leakage, in which the very 
heart-life of the school,:the boys and girls in their teens, 
would have been Jost if something had not been done. 
What that something was, and how health is kept up now, 
will be demonstrated by the surgeon who has that case 
in charge. 


Or, here is another school, for which the nourishment 
had been defective in that the food given the patient for 
various parts of the school anatomy was not suited to the 
changing and growing needs of the members. How a 
graded diet was furnished and assimilated, and what the 
results have been, will be plainly revealed in the clinic. 


Not to press the analogy too far, it is enough to say 
that on Mr. Cork’s page you will be able to see what you 
may never have seen understandingly, and with experts to 
note the most important facts, the real needs of a typical 
school, the details of methods by which those needs have 
been met, and exactly how progressive health in one phase 
or another of the school’s life is steadily maintained. 


You will not only see this, but the facts will be inter- 
preted, so that they can be adapted in principle and prac- 
tise to other schools—a vital feature of the whole plan. 


Hugh Cork’s clinic will commence in October. The 
first occasion will be an introduction of the plan by Chief- 
Surgeon Cork. 


Bear in mind that this is only one of the many new features 
that enter into the enlargement of The Sunday School. Times 
now commenced. The advance in subscription rates necessary to 
make possible this forward movement in the size, value, and 
uscfulness of the paper will go into effect with the first issue of 
November, 1911, for both new subscriptions and subscriptions 
whose renewal ts due, as now standing on the subscription lists, 
with or after the first issue in November. The new rates: 
$7.00 for club subscriptions; single subscriptions, $1.50. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
Prophet's” . 131-134, 197-201). , 
WEore and Nehemiah” in the Cambridge 
Bible series is an-excellent commentary. 


DaiLy Home Work on THE Next Lesson. 


The material for the lesson for October 
22 is taken from Ezra 3-6, Haggai, and 
Zech, 1-6. 


Monday.—Read Ezra 3: 1-7. The re- 
sumption of sacrificial service at the altar of 
burnt offering. 

Tuesday.— Read Ezra 3 : 8-13. The joyful 
laying of the foundation stone of the temple. 

Wednesday.— Read Ezra 4: 1-6, 24. The 
request of the ee of the land, their refusal, 
and the hindrance in building for many 
years, 

»—Read Ezra 5 : 1, 2; and 
Haggai 1 : 1 to 2: 9, with Zechariah 1 : 1-6. 
The vigorous appeals of Haggai and Zechariah 
which led to the active resumption of work 
on the temple. 

Friday.— Read Ezra 5 : 3 to6:15. The 
interference of the Persian governor, the 


finding of the original decree of Cyrus, and | 


the approval by Darius of the enterprise, 

Saturday.—Read Zechariah 1: 7-11, 18- 
21; 2:1-53 31-53; 4: 1-14; §: 1-11;-6: 
1-8. The eight visions of encouragement seen 
by Zechariah while thé temple was being 
erected. 

.—-Read Ezra 6 : 16-22. The 

dedication of the completed temple. 


THe Next Lesson OUTLINED For STUDY. 
(The references in parentheses are to articles 
in next week’s issue of the ‘limes.] 

1. The Laying of the Corner Stone of the 
Temple. (1) What gave the occasion signifi- 
cance and dignity? (2) How came the work to 
be stopped for so many years? (Sanders, 7.) 

2. History during the Delay. (3) What 
sort of a ruler was Cambyses, the son of 
Cyrus? (4) Why did the accession of Darius 
create a favorable opportunity to resume 
operations on the temple? (Sadders, 7-9.) 

3. The Appeal of Haggai and Zechariah, 
(5) What reasons did Haggai give for resum- 
ing the work? (6) What promises were made 
about the new temple? (Sanders, 13-15.) 

4. The Completion and Dedication of the 
Temple. (7) What interference was encoun- 
tered by the builders? (8) How was the 
course of. events made smooth? (9) How 
did the people indicate their sense of the 
importance of what they had achieved? (10) 
What did the temple mean? (Sanders, 18.) 


WasHpurn COoLiece, Topeka, Kansas. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 15, 1911 
Why I Believe the Bible (Rom. 
10:17; 15:4. A memory 
meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Because it is true (Psa. 19 : 7-14). 

‘TUES.—Its arpes to conscience (Heb. 4: 
12, 13). 

WED.—Its thapiving message (1 John r : 3- 


5). 
THUR.—Its help in need (Rom. 15 : 4, 5). 
FRI.—Its saving power (1 John 3 : 1-5). 
SaT.—lIts revelation of God (John 3 : 16). 











What special reason have you for believing 
the Bible? 


—a does the Bible say about its inspira- 
tion 


How does the Bible inspire you to noble 
service ? 


O RECENT book has stated better the 
reasons for believing the Bible and 
setting it in a place by itself alone 

among books as Jesus is in a place alone by 
himself among men than a book copyrighted 
in 1847 entitled ‘‘The Bible Not of Man,’’ 
by Dr. Gardiner Spring. He gives nine 
reasons for believing the Bible to be in a 
unique sense from God. 


1. We maintain that the Bible is an effect 
superior to any human cause, The first 
thought by which this position may be sub- 
stantiated is the intellectual character of this 
most remarkable volume. 


To say nothing now of its moral character- 
istics, as a production of intellect it is alto- 
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gether above the invention of the human 
mind, Rich and splendid as is its external 
attire, its heavenly origin is to be sought for 
rather in the originality, the com 
ness, the richness, of the thoughts it utters. 
% 
2. It is not more true that the Bible is too 
at ever to have been the invention of the 

uman intellect than that it is too a 
book ever to have inated with the human 
heart... . It is the intrinsic goodness, the 
inherent loveliness, of the Bible that ey it 
its pre-eminence. The spirit of this is 
the spirit of love and of benignit 
and good will; it is a disposition w 
delights in contributing to the happiness of 
others; which exercises itself in directing 
men to the true sources of happiness, in 
gratifying their best wishes, supplying their 
wants, alleviating their distresses, shielding 
them from be a to hig! they are 
exposed, and consulting their highest good 
upon the largest scale, both for the life that 
now is, and that which is to come. 


~ 
3- The moral rectitude of the Scriptures, 
in distinction from their superhuman kind- 
ness, furnishes a fair ee po! I shall endeavor 
to show, a cage ground of argument, that 
they are ‘neither the work of an impostor, nor 
of any human device, 


~ 
4. ‘*The gospel which was preached by 
me,’’ says the great apostle, ‘‘is not after 
man.’’ His appeal for proof of its divine 
origin was to the gospel he preached. 


The peculiar and distinguishing doctrines 
of which this apostle was the advocate are 
the doctrines of the entire Scriptures. We 
affirm concerning them, that ¢hey are doctrines 
which never could have originated with men. 


Pe 
5. The religion of the Bible is proof of its 
divine origin. That religion is infinitely 
superior to all other religions and its charac- 
teristics prove it to be the religion of God in 
heaven, 
% 


6. The unity of the Scriptures and their in- 
ward agreement. Our design is to show 
that there exists this agreement of the Scrip- 
ture with itself; that there is something in 
the nature of this agreement which makes it 
such a moral phenomenon, that it never 
could have taken place in the history of un 
inspired men; that the circumstances of it 
are such as to justify and demand the conclu- 
sion that it is an expression of his mind and 
will, ‘‘ with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.’’ 


7. The adaptation of the Bible to all the 
needs of man. A system of philosophy, or 
religion, that can successfully address itself 
to his entire being in all its states of moral 
degradation and reform, in all their varieties, 
in all the unnumbered individuals of the race, 
in every age and clime, must be a nicely ad- 
justed system. Its parts must be wonderfully 
arranged and put together so as to meet one 
another, and so that its many movements and 
influences may all tend to one and the most 
desirable result. We affirm, that just such 
a system is revealed in the Bible; and we 
proceed to trace this adaptation. The bible 
fits our needs perfectly. No other book 
does, * 

bd 


8. Independently of all the external and 
historical testimony, and though not indepen- 
dent, yet separate from all other internal and 
rational evidence, there is a sel/f-evidencing 
power in the Scriptures, which declares, by 
its influence on the mind and heart of the 
believer, that they are the word of God. 


As Mr. Moody used to say, ‘‘I know the 
Bible is inspired because it inspires me.’’ 
Or, as Coleridge put it, ‘* It finds me.”’ 


“% 

9. The religion of the Bible is distinguished 
from all false religions by its perfect agree- 
ment with reason. While all other systems 
of religion are deficient, or absurd and con- 
tradictory, this alone will bear examination ; 
the more severe the examination, the better 
does it stand the test. 


% 

Before any man rejects the Bible let him 
try it. When he has outlived it let him say 
that it isoutgrown, The Bible is still leagues 
ahead of every human life. When we have 
overtaken its moral requirements we can be- 
gin to question the divine authority—if we 


shall care to ! 























LESSON FOR OCT. 15 (Ezra x : 1-11 : 2: 64-70) 





Eve 
Sunday School 
Worker 

Should read and own these 


new works by well-known 
Sunday School leaders 


FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS 


J. M. FROST, D.D. 


The School of the Church 
dts Pre-eminent Place and Claim. 
cloth, net $1.00, 


ae oe ae Saad en 
¢ ~ hool ideals. - By a - rich, us, moving and 
4 ion of mighty ean aptist art and Re > hema 
LPR OF. JOHN R. SAMPEY, D.D. 

The International Lesson System 


The History of its Origin and Development. 
Mustrated, priya beng net $1. omg 
scheme 


in connection with graded 
universal aa It 











12mo, 








“traces the hist of what plete Hot of the lesson 
and o complete Bes —+-) 1872- 
Sore,’and the International Graded Lessons to date. 


‘A. H. McKINNEY, Ph.D. 
Former Secretary N. Y. State S. S. Association 


Practical Pedagogy in the Sunday School 


-16mo, cloth, net 50 cents. 

“ The princi hich underlie successful teaching 
are taken up Under various heads, as ‘ ‘Appercept tions 
pieptation, ec: and the : ot of Mostrasing, ques- ques- 
tioning, etc. Ev geac er helpful s: 
tens which are new.” Watchman. 


H. E. CARMACK 
How to Teach a Sunday School Lesson 


12mo, cloth, net 75 cents. 


New ways, new methods, new plans characterize 
this new work which reflects the spirit of our progrens- 
_ age. It 2 decidedly fresh, and original its 

t of ti of lesson teaching. 











RAY CLARKSON HARKER . 
The.Work of the Sunday School 


‘A Manual for Teachers. tamo, cloth, .net 





$4.00. 

Fresh, original lating, t this book is the product 
of research, Study ‘and oe Because of its inspi- 
rational c mpart a new impetus - 
Sunday Sc workers The book was inspi: 


lectures deli y Mr. Harker at Summer y ot 
blies and Ciekemeeena. 


“Tools for S. S. Work,” —FREE. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


New York, 158 Fifth Ave. 125 No, Wabash Ave. 
Teroa Richmond St., West. Londen. Edinburgh 


¢ 


THE MISSIONARY 
HERO OF LABRADOR 


’ Is the ing Far one ad our phen! and Song 
Services. Sunday evening or 
pow ey just from the press 
Everybody is interested now in Dr. Gren- 
fell, and the wonderful story of his work 
among the people of the Frozen North has 
+t new charm as it is told in the Story and 
z Service. 
ne pastor or other good reader reads 
the story, which is illustrated throughout by 
songs and anthems, which are easily ren- 
dered by any church choir. 
Only enough copies are required to sup- 
ply reader and choir. 14 titles in the series. 


15 cents per copy, $1.50 per dozen, postpaid 
Returnable copy on request. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH co. 
est 36th Street, New York 
14 W. Wackingten St. 1201 Fourth Nat’! Bank Bidg, 
Chicago Atlanta 


























World's Temperance Sunday, Nov. 12 


By ye ooived for Sunda mapa by the 
ncols ledge Servi 
ee ye so — 9 fe ame sup- 


will feos” pass the ee’ milliice Sark 
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ons Feats aft, General Geant, sev aatadel Governors 


rs tate: — bs urging Ti mence. 
For; od aiese- ond Ean Bite! dd 





at once 


wi conan ), 
Lincol Sra Box 38, Westerv . 
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Bible House, Dept. S.S., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Books Worth Noting 


Equipment for Personal Work 


How to Win Men (By William Jen- 
nings Bryan).—A persuasive plea for the 
Christian faith. Emphasis is placed on the 
necessity of a true Christian life. Conver- 
sions gre made, Mr. Bryan believes, not so 
much by what Christians say, as by what 
do. When unbelievers are being dealt 
he urges that the life and the teachings 
of Christ be presented to them, and that they 
be shown what Christ and his example have 
accomplished. Beginners in the Christian 
life should be made acquainted with this 
able a for Christian aggressiveness. 
(The United Society of Christian Endeavor. 
25 cents.) 


The Passion for Men (By Edwin For- 
rest Hallenbeck).—It is important that the 
Christian worker be put in a favorable mood 
for individual dealing with unbelievers. A 
careful reading of “this book will help to 
bring this to wh ween It is filled with examples 


1872. | of personal Christian effort, rather than with 


arguments. The passion for soul-winning 


is exhibited in its triumphs on the highways, 


in its relation to the individual, and in the 
means used for its kindling. Pastors and 
other Christian workers who desire the en- 
listment and exhilaration of the young people 
of the church for soul-winning endeavor will 
find this a useful book for distribution, 
(Revell. 40 cents net.) 


~*~ 


Ever apeny Evangelism (By Frederick 
De Land Leete).—Scattered through these 
pages are golden nuggets of counsel. ‘The 
Christian worker who will assemble and 
classify the suggestions made by Dr. Leete 
will have an excellent working plan for 
evangelistic endeavor. The book deals with 
ri tage of evangelism, the organization 
of t 

work, the leadership of the pastor, the in- 
struction of workers, and the faithful follow- 
ing up of new converts, An extensive 
bibliography of books helpful in preparation 
for evangelism adds to the worth of the book. 
Several blank forms are presented, for use 
in securing information regarding indi- 
viduals, and for obtaining the record of de- 
cisions, (Jennings & Graham. $1.) 


x 


The King’s Greatest Business (By 
Paul J. Gilbert). Sensible and stirring ap- 
peals to Christian men to give themselves 
utterly to the most important work of the 
King fill this book. It shows how the work 
demands consideration, statement, haste, 
preparation, tactics, and persistence. ©The 
final chapter deals with the King’s witnesses, 
and is composed of the personal experiences, 
in dealing with inquirers and non-Chris- 
tians, of trained Christian workers. There 
is a helpful epilogue by S. D. Gordon, enti- 
tled, ‘*Counting on Us.’ The book is 
brightly and racily written, Unfamiliar and 
striking quotations abound. It is a capital 
book to put in the hands of lay workers, 
(Revell. 75 cents net.) 

& 

Recruiting for Christ (By John 
Timothy Stone).—Only close contact with 
men through many years of earnest pastoral 
service, and out of a life empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, could have produced a volume 
like this. It discusses the motive that should 
control in personal work, the means and 
method to be used, the men to be reached, 
and the necessary preparation for reaching 
them. Suggestions are made as to how to 
deal with doubt and doubters, and with the 
man who is indifferent. One of the most 
valuable chapters is on the re-enlisting for 
service of men, who, though professedly 
Christian, are inactive or unrecognized. 
Renewed hope, courage, and evangelistic 
zeal are likely to follow the reading of this 
vigorous book. It is worthy of being 
crowded on the attention of Christian 
workers everywhere. (Revell. $1 net.) 


% 


Normal Evangelism (By O. Olin 
Green).—An intimate acquaintance with 
the Scriptures, and a wide experience in 
pastoral evangelistic service, have given to 
the author of this book a message of power. 


e church membership for evangelistic: 








He places responsibility for persistent evan- 
genic effort on the church and the 

pastor. He laments proxy evangelism, 
which it is the temptation of many to resort 
to, as the palliative for their own consciences, 
He believes that a better era of evangelism 
bes eels from a return to the ideas and 


ciples of the New Testament. A nor- 
Lae urch is evangelistic. The leadership 
of the pastor in evangelism ; preparation for 


revival; the winning of children and the 
young; the upbuilding of new converts; 
and rural evangelism, are discussed in an 
admirable manner, The book is well- 
written, forceful, Scriptural, and merits a 
wide reading by pastors and laymen. (Revell, 


$1 net.) 
— 


For Workers With Boys 


igs s ay’ Bi = in the Sunday School ’’ 
cKinney startst:with the 
ee ‘© When does a boy become a 
big ?”? and then propounds six thought- 
compelling questions about big boy nature. 
He Masenves these questions in the succeed- 
ing chapters, and shows how one may adapt 
Sunday-school methods to boy character- 
istics, The book is elementary, and a prac- 
tical introduction to the study of the boy, 
either in Sunday-school or in the home. 
(Our Big Boys and the Sunday School. By 
A. H. McKinney, Ph.D. Revell. 50 cents, 
net.) 


A companion book is ** Starting to Teach,”’ 
by Eugene C, Foster,—a text-book for train- 
ing classes dealing entirely with teaching boys, 
Its viewpoint is both of the Sunday-school 
and of the boys’ work of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, It has special value 
for the training class on account of the notes 
which accompany the text, each right-hand 
page being given up to them, Thése are very 
suggestive, and the reader can almost hear 
the spirited discussions they are sure to call 
forth from any group of young men eager to 
learn how to teach the boys under their care. 
But the book is as well adapted to help the 
individual reader as for class use. It treats 
fundamental principles in a clear way, and, 
brings up many important details, sach ‘as, 
the kind of language boys understand, the. 
wisest seating of the class, and the best form 
of questions, Whenever an earnest teacher 
of boys uses this book his class is likely to 
see that something has given him a new grip 
on his work, ay to Teach, By Eugene 
C, Foster, Y. M.C. A. Press, 40 cents.) 


The right use of object lessons is well worth 
while, They not only brighten a recitation 
and give the variety that wins and holds at- 
tention, but, if they are wisely planned, they 
set the pupils to thinking for themselves. 
Many fine illustrations of the way to do this 
are to be found in ‘‘Seeing Truth,’’ by C. 
Herbert Woolston, D.D. Dr. Woolston 
makes unique and daring use of parlor magic, 
and thus utilizes the child’s love of mystery. 
The danger here is that in the outcome the 
marvel will remain in the mind rather than 
the lesson the teacher wishes to impress; 
but this danger may be avoided, as Dr. 
Woolston avoids it, and a useful tool is not 
to be discarded just because it has a sharp 
edge. Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman writes an 
appreciative introduction. (Secing Truth. 


Object Lessons with Magical and Mechan- || 


ical Effects. By C. H. Woolston, D. D. 
Philadelphia: The Praise Publishing Co. 75 
cents.) 


One who feels that religious teaching alone 
is important, and social work with boys un- 
necessary, will see differently after reading 
the book by Dr. Forbush, ‘* Church Work 
with Boys.’’ It is an awakener as to char- 
acter-building through sharing boys’ play- 
life. The bock treats of boy nature, con- 
ducting boys’ clubs, teaching boys, winning 
them to Christ, and setting them to work for 
the Kingdom. The author’s position on 
cards and dancing will meet with positive 
disagreement from many ; but the book as a 
whole is an encouraging guide to beginners, 
or those who have met difficulties in training 
boys. (Church Work with Boys. By Wil- 
Pilgrim Press. 50 


liam Byron Forbush. 
cents, net.) 
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Nelsons publish the 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


Edited by the 
American Revision 


The International Lesson 
Committee use this version 
in the Uniform and New 
Graded Sunday School Les- 
sons because it is more true 

to the original, and requires less 
explanation than any other. It is 
also used by the Sunday School 
periodicals published by the great 
denominational publishing houses 
and The Sunday School Times. 


The American Standard Bible has now 
been before the public for ten years, and 
it continues to grow in popular favor, 
as no other translation Sehies yi ever did. 
‘The demand is so great that the publishers 
have made this version in all sizes of type 
and all styles of binding so as to meet 
every want. 


Ges ante’ ty ofl ating Sentetie. Prion from 35 
cents up. Send for booklet and price list to 
THOMAS NELSON 4&4 SONS 
Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


LLL LE REID AIT: 
L SPONDENCE 
A COURSE of BIBLE STUDY BY MAIL 
COMMENDATIONS 
“Yor home study, for 
teacher training, and asa 
practical washing knowl- 
edge of the English ible, 
1 know nothing ‘better tha 
the Bible Study Course oe 
weed by Dr. S. Young. 


First U. B. Church, Can- 
ton, 

“A conscientious and 
prayerful study of the Bible, 
as outlined in your books, 
cannot but result in a per- 
fect knowledge of him who 
is your Saviour and Lord.”’ 

~ UR B. Allen, Pastor First 
Baptist Church, Canton, O. 

“One who pursues sucha 
course as Dr. Young offers 
will have a most excellent 
knowledge of the Book of 
Books.” —P, H. Welshimer, Pastor First Christian 
Church, Canton, O 

“I have used Dr. Young’s course teaching in Dallas 
College, and for two years in Bible classes in my 
church, and consider this 8 pin among the best for 
Christian workers,’—V. Sager, Pastor U. £. 
Church, Canton, O. 

This Bible Course by mail, Nay A endorsed by 
Canton ministers, is B, 
Sunday-school officers, Soiibaenee parents and 
Bible students generally. YOU CAN DO SYS- 
TEMATIC BIBLE STUDY IN YOUR HOME. Be- 
gin now, Smallexpense. Address, 


PROF. E, S. YOUNG, D.D., ca22%,70. 


























Profitable work 
Among your friends 


We want ned women to secure orders for 

Sa stationery, cards, snvinationa, etc., of the 

highest quality. We pay li commission 

pnt A your own time. We desire only the betier 
class of women. Address, for particulars, 

im oe + haw ELLIOTT COMPANY 

17th ith end « © Philadelphia 














A SUPPLEMENTAL OF STUDY 


COURSE 
FOUNDATION TRUTHS 


For all ages of Bible students. Papercovers. 12 pages 
6 cents net, postpaid. By the 100, $5.00 net, postpaid. 
American S. S$. Union, 1816 Chestaut St., Philadelphia 











WOODROW WILSON 


HAS A MESSAGE FOR YOU 
ABOUT 


The Young People and the Church 


PRICE, LEATHER, 50 CENTS 
PAPER, 10 CENTS 





THESUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
ze3x Watnut St., - + Puirapecrnia, Pa. 
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GIL’ DGE the ladies’ shoe Sropeins 
that a Contains OF, Blacks and 
ladies’ and children’s ts and shoes, ines 
without rubbing, asc. ‘'‘ French Gloss,’ 10c. 

DANDY combination for cleaning and polishing 
all kinds of russet or tan shoes,25c.* size,1oc. 

~ ELITE ** combination for gentlemen who take 
pride in having their shoes look A-1. Restores 
color and lustre to all black shoes. Polish with a 
brush or cloth, asc. ‘* BABY ELITE "’ size, 10c. 

If your dealer does not keep the kind you want, 
send us his address and the price in stamps for a 
full size package. 

WHITTEMORE BROS. & CO. 
20-26 Albany St., Cambridge, Mass. 
The Oldest and Man 
Pp es in the World 















For help in teaching the Beati- 
tudes to children, Miss Sadie East- 
wood’s book, “ Illustrations on the 
Beatitudes,’’ will be found exceed- 
ingly useful to teachers and parents. 
It has fourteen lessons, with numer- 
ous pictures. Just published. Price, 
_gocents, The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadeiphia as 
“ second-class matter “ 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


(Please note the change im rates to take 
effect with the first issue in November.) 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
anew subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. dents tiye oes 5p in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 
The new club rate for the enlarged paper, 
$1.00 per year. 








One copy, or any number of 
5 1.00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 


The new single-subscription rate, $1.50 per 
year, For hve years, $6.00. 
One free copy addi- 


Free Copies jionai will beallowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, or at the new club rate of $1.00, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


(There is no change in rates to foreign countries.) 

‘The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
$ shillings each. 

‘or Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick »l , B.C., will receive yearly or 
balf-yeariy subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also suppl e other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except dy special request. 

Enough copies of any ome wsue of the paper te 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, witl 
be sent free upon application, 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Why and How to Have Joy 

A. levies Christian is a disloyal Chris- 
tian, e may always be joyful, for Christ 
has asked us to be. Some pertinent ques- 
tions on this great privilege in Christianity 
are asked by a Massachusetts reader : 


What caused Jesus Christ to rejoice in spirit? 
— the same # sar ang maps B like eae 
now? What was the joy he followers 

Is there any book of moderate size on psy- 
sholegs ~ relation to conversion and the Chris- 


It was Christ’s joy to do his Father’s will ; 
and he always did his Father’s will. The 
same conditions assuredly produce like re- 
sults now. When joy leaves us, it is not 
because of anything around us or outside of 
us that has happened; it is because we have 
broken with Gods will, “The break may be 
a very slight one ; so subtle that we do not 
know what it is. But always and only this 
is the cause cf our losing the joy of life. 
Something that has happened to us may, in- 
deed, be‘the occasion of our loss of joy, but 
it is never the cause. Things may ‘‘all go 
bey about us, or a friend may fail us; 
and that hardsh‘; will be used by Satan as 
his opportunity to suggest a rebellious feeling 


course, our joy in God and his will dies, for 
we are not doing God’s will unless we trust 
him implicitly. 
Jesus sumiaed up the recipe for joy when 
he said: ‘‘If ye keep my commandments, 
e shall abide in my love; even as ‘I have 
ept my Father's commandments, and abide 
in his love. These things have I spoken 
unto you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full’’ (John 15 : 
10, 11). What can dim the joy of one. who 
is abiding in (by obeying) the love of God? 
Such a one knows not only that he is taken 
care of ;by God’s omnipotent love, but, that 
that same love is also working omnipotently 
for his friends, his dear ones, his enemies, 
the whole world,, Isn’t that enough to give 
us an unquenchable, radiant, never-ceasing 
joy? But it is not our knowledge of God, 
or our thoughts about him, that cause our 
joy it is Christ himself in us, as our verita- 
le and entire life, who causes and who is 
our joy. Only our resistance to him can 
then dim our consciousness of him and de- 
stroy our joy. 
A remarkably valuable work on the topic 
inquired about is Dr. H. S, Warner’s ‘‘ Psy- 
chology of the Christian Life’’ (Revell; 


$1.50). 
x 
God Not Hindered by His Laws 


That this universe is an orderly one, 


running by a system of laws that can be 
counted u absolutely, must be true or 
the world mes chaos. How, then, can 


prayer to the Creator of the universe and 
of its law."have any real place in life ?. Does 
God ever annul his own laws? An Ontario 
reader asks concerning the teaching of a re- 
cent editorial in these columns ; his letter, in 
part, is as follows: 


In your editorial of August 26, under ‘* Laws, 
or a Father ?"’ you seemingly intend to give the 
impressior. that the universe is governed by 
laws, but God the Father, -in order that man 
may have salvation, annuls, as it were, some of 
these laws relating to sin. I would like to draw 
your attention to Luke 16: 17; ‘‘ But it is easier 
for heaven ane earth to pass away, than for one 
tittle of the law to fall."’ If God’s laws are 
such that they may be annulled at any time, 
— it necessary for Christ to die for our 
sins 


There is no reason to suppose that God ever 
annuls any of his laws. e Sunday School 
Times believes in God’s laws and their in- 
violability ; it was not intended to intimate 
otherwise by the editorial in question. But 
it is God who makes the laws: laws did not 
make God; and it would seem reasonable to 
believe that God so made his laws that he 
should never be hindered by them in doing 
anything for any child of his that his love 
might prompt in any instant of time or eternity. 

And that forces us to recognize that we do 
not know what all of God's laws are. The 
trouble with most of our talk and reasoning 
about his laws lies just here : we assume that 
we know.them all; Or if we do not mean to 








go as foolishly far as that, we do practically 





the same when we assume that we know the 
final result of the working of any known law. 
We may, indeed, know what the result of 
the working of shat law is; but how do we 
know that no other law exists, unknown to 
us, which may change the seen result ? 

That is exactly what God’s law of redem 
tion by Christ’s sacrifice did. Ged told 
Adam and Eve that if they sinned they would 
surely die. The Devil succeeded in per- 
suading them that this law would not work. 
They sinned ; and God held inviolably to the 
law that he had established: the wages of 
sin is death. And Adam and Evedied; and 
with them the human race, But God had 
established another law, which neither the 
Devil nor Adam and Eve at first knew about, 
and that was that ‘tas in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive.’’ The 
death-law of God works out to its full limit ; 
not a tittle of it is allowed to fall; but the 
life-law of God is also at work, and nota 
tittle of that shall fall. 

Science tells us that it is a law of God that 
the rays of light move in a straight line ; and 
so they do, until they pass from one element, 
like air, into another, like water: then they 
are deflected. Both laws hold. Both are 
God’s laws. But scientists do not yet know 
all of God’s laws. A few years ago many 
scientists would have told us that rays of light 
cannot pass through.a so-called opaque sub- 
stance; that matter cannot of itself generate 
activity ; that man cannot use the air, except 
by the use of levitating gases, for navigating 
purposes; and then came along the X-rays, 
radium, and aeroplanes, These new ‘‘ dis- 
coveries’’ have not annulled any of God's 
laws; they simply use laws of God that were 
always available even while unknown. 

Because we do not know all of God’s laws 
we may take comfort in the truth of that edi- 
torial, which is that we know God; and we 
pray to Aim, not to his laws: We do, in- 
deed, know his greatest law; and that is 
love. We ask him, in quiet; unshaken trust, 
to care for us when’ all of his known laws 
seem to be working against us; and he an- 
swers by caring for us in what we sometimes 
call a miracle-way. Yet he has not annulled 
any of his laws; he has simply used other 
laws of his. 

While love is the great law of God’s being, 
—for he has told us that he is love, —another 
of his laws is that we shall pray; and he 
promises us that when we pray he will do 
what, as he plainly implies, may not be done 
unless we pray. If we really trust him, we 
shall gladly avail ourselves of this his wish and 
his law ; and we shall pray constantly and in 
complete faith. We shall not try to under- 
stand the law of prayer, with our little, finite, 
human minds ; but we shall accept it and re- 
joice in it. And we shall be sure that God 
will never be hindered by any of his laws 


-which we see from doing as he wishes to in 


answering our prayers, even if to do so he 
has to usé other laws of his that we do not 


see, 
<— 


A Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


TERNAL GOD, our Father, we seek con- 
verse with thee. Our hearts are lonely 
without thee. Hear the dumb cries of our 

unschooled souls. Teach us the ——— of 
prayer. Make us so acquainted with thyself 
that we shall know what to pray for. Instruct 
us in the ways of that upper, inner world where 
thou and we forever dwell together. It is a 
new and strange world to us: we are merely 
born into it, not yet fully at home with thee. 
Father, make us at home. Teach us the ways 


‘of truth and love and righteousness. Strip us 


of the false notions with which sin has hemmed 
us in and bound us down to earth. Set us free 
from the chains of hate, pride, impatience, 
greed, and the passion for low pleasures. Gen- 
erate in our breasts, instead, thine own ardor 
for things true, lovely, and helpful to others. 
Make us thus so at one with thee that we can 
talk with God of these thin; We would live 
the contented life of children in our Father's 
house. We would unlearn the follies of the 
flesh which squander our time and consume 
our energies. Make us at home with thee 
as we tread the common road. ‘Teach us 
to look on men as thou dost—no longer with 
dislike or rivalry, but with kindly interest, with 
appreciation, and with tender longing for their 
welfare. We. would learn to see with thine 
eyes, to think thy thoughts, to walk in thy ways 
with buoyant step and untiring feet. 
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A Matter of Food Sense 
* see 
and ing 

The ability to keep healthy and happy 
all the year is a matter of temperament 
and food knowledge. Many people are 
happy when ag? are puffing and per- 
spiring. Their digestions are in good 
order, their livers and other eliminating 
organs work normally and naturally. 
They know enough to cut out the high- 
protein, heat- ng foods, and live on 
— nourishing and easily digested 
foods, 

No summer dietary is complete with- 
out shredded wheat biscuit, the food 
that contains all the body-building nu- 
triment in the whole wheat grain 
is steam-cooked, shredded, and baked. 
Eaten with milk or cream or with fresh 
fruits of any kind, two of these biscuits 
are a complete and perfect meal, and 
will keep the body in fine condition fOr 
either work or — ; 4 

Shredded Wheat is the best summer 
food because it Aig the . most 
strength-giving, easily digested fodd 
material in smallest bulk. The crisp- 
ness of the shreds compels thorough 
mastication, hence they are quickly per- 
meated by the digestive fluids and are 
assimilated when the stomach rejects 
all ordinary foods. 

Most families have to give the cook a 
“day off” aver, week or so during the 
year. The cook’s ‘‘day off” generally 
means an ‘‘ off day” for the entire fam- 
ily in most homes. It need not be an 
‘‘off day,” however, when there is 
shredded wheat biscuit or triscuit 1n the 
home. Being ready-cooked and ready- 
to-serve, it is easy to prepare a delicious, 
nourishing meal with shredded wheat 
and fresh fruits of any kind. For whole- 
someness and strength-giving material 
nothing in the food line can equal this 
combination. It will supply all the 
strength needed to keep the stomach 
sweet and clean and the bowels healthy 
and active. 

Plenty of fresh fruits and n, fresh 
vegetables should be eaten in summer. 
They should largely take the place of 
meats and other heavy foods, but along 
with these foods should go a muscle- 
making, strength-giving food such as 
shredded wheat, which really supplies 
more of the protein material than meat 
or eggs, and is so much more easily di- 
— Shredded wheat with fresh 

ruits and fresh green vegetables forms 

the ideal food combination for summer, 
keeping the body at top-notch condition 
without the distressing effects of the 
heavy heat-making foods, 

Many picnics and excursions in sum- 
mer leave a sad sequel in disordered di- 
gestion—sometimes even ptomaine poi- 
soning. For mony indeed, the entire 
summer is spoiled by some foolish indis- 
cretions, when it might have been a de- 
lightful and inspiring memory. For 
outdoor picnics or excursions on land or 
on sea there is nothing so safe and 
wholesome as shredded wheat. It is 
ready-cooked, and, being a simple, ele- 
mental. food, is easily and quickly di- 

ested, supplying all the nutriment the 

y needs for work or play. The Bis- 
cuit is eaten with milk or cream or as a 
dry toast with butter. It also makes 
delicious, wholesome combinations with 
fresh fruits. No excursion or journey is 
complete without Triscuit, the shredded 
whole wheat wafer. Triscuit contains 
the maximum amount of nutriment in 
smallest bulk, and will keep indefinitely. 
It is delicious when toasted and eaten 
with butter, soft cheese, or marmalades. 
Enough Triscuit can be taken in a fish- 
erman's cree} or picnic basket to last two 
or three days, and it will supply all the 
strength needed for a long tramp or any 
outdoor activity which calls for muc 
expenditure of strength and energy. 








When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








The only way te cure 
Corns— item tw wo tans them 
out by the roots. A-Oorn Balve 


does that. Quick, safe, sure. 
£6 cente at droggists’ or by mail. 
Giant Chemical 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 





NIA.—Could suggest some simple 
a espe at a country — 


drills and 
day-school picnic ?—L. W. L. 
Your denominational publishing house has 
a line of books for an entert@mment of the 
character you indicate. David C. Cook, of 
Elgin, Illinois, also has a large line. The 
books are inexpensive, and are full of recita- 
tions, exercises, etc., for the purpose you 
name, and for other purposes connected with 
the Sunday-school as well. 





‘.. OHTO—In our school the superintendent calls 
for birthday offeri from all departments 
above the mary during c exercises. 
“Those who respond go ferward and deposit 
their offerings in LT agen receptacle provided for 
‘that purpose. e wish to find a 

verse or a song, or both, whic’ 

could be repeated the school, or sung, 
while these offerings are being made. Can you 
suggest something of the sort, or tell where we 
“can find what we want ?—F. A. K. 


Write to Mrs. H. M. Leyda, 4257 N. 
Hermitage Avenue, Chicago, for her little 
booklet called ‘* The Sunday School Teach- 

ers’ Hand Book’? (price, five cents). This 
will help you. You might also write to the 
World’s Sunday School Supply Company, 
Detroit, Michigan, or the Hammond Pub- 
lishing Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
for Mrs. Elizabeth Williams Sudlow’s book 
on Primary work. You will have more than 
you can use if you get these books, 





SouTH CAROLINA.—I have a class of boys, 
ages ten to fourteen, in our Sunday-school, and 
I shall be glad for you to tell me where I can 


et something that will give me pointers in 
fiiustratin the each Sunday on 
black It seems that I can claim their 
attention better if I have something to put on 
the blackboard that will teach some truth in 
the lesson. If you know of anything in the 
periodical line or otherwise that will supply me 
with data on each Sunday's lesson 1 s ap- 
preciate it very much.—C. H. S.- 


‘_ Lknow of no publication devoted exclu- 
sively to blackboard exercises on the current 
International Lessons. ‘The ‘best way is to 
subscribe for the leading periodicals, most 
of which, especially the teachérs’ magazines, 
have blackboard exercises. In this way you 
_will get a greater variety than if you used a 
magazine devoted exclusively to that pur- 
pose. It is not wise to use one style of 
blackboard exercises all the time. Indeed, 
all lessons do not yield to the same black- 
board treatment. If you have time to spend 
a little study on the matter, you will without 
difficulty be able to get up blackboard de- 
signs of your own that will answer your pur- 
pose better than any ready-made ones. 


Nevertheless, you will often want to ‘use |* 


those you find in these magazines. Just lay 
your brain on the problem, and you will be 
surprised how many good blackboard illus- 
trations you can work out. 

Have you tried any of the novel object- 
lesson plans given every week by Amos R, 
Wells in The Sunday School Times ? 





ONTARIO.—We are building a new Sunday- 
school building on the modern plan. I wish 
you would let me know if actual experience 


proves that class-rooms should be of permae |. 
nent wal 


Is and auditorium of such a size that 
class-rooms will not be depended on for audi- 
torium purposes; or does experience prove 
class-rooms may be of fold 
back and all be thrown into one auditorium, 
and yet satisfaction be obtained for class-room 
purposes ? 

This is the point that is puzzling us. We 
want an auditorium, and yet our space to build 
on limits us so that if we make class-rooms with 
ano aan walls our auditorium will be small. 

ill we regret the movable partitions if we put 
in the very best,—those‘hung from the top and 
folding back against the wall? In that case, 
what do you recommend for the front of class- 
rooms? Could a rolling front door be used? 
~~ > something to roll up out of the way.— 


If the entire space of your auditorium is 
to be used for ordinary services, I would 
recommend your having folding class-room 
partitions rather than permanent ones, The 
general result will be more satisfactory, in 
my judgment, though for exclusive Sunday- 
school purposes the solid partitions would be 
better, The style of partition you mention 
—that is, those which are hung from the 





top and folded back the wall—are 
usually quite satisfactory. For the front of 


the class-rooms, I would use portieres of |. 


rather heavy material. would be more 
ornamental, and would make less noise than 
the rolling partition, though they are not 
quite so effective. 

Where there is ample room, it is better to 
build the class-rooms eutside of the space 
usually desired for the auditorium, using the 
class-rooms only on special occasions when 
the audience is unusually » bat in this 
case, the other plan will produce the best 
results. 


— 


OKLAHOMA.—I wouid like to knew if you 
consider it an advantage and an aid to the spir- 
itual need of the Bible schools to have an or- 
chestra where possible. At our state conven- 
tion held recently an expetienced educator in 
Bible-school work disapproved of having an 
orchestra in Bible-school work, also advocated 
closing the Primary Department of the Bible 
school and dismissing the primary pupils direct 
from their several c' without any music or 
closing exercises. He holds that one Oe 
nese J Department into the main Bib i 
auditorium with a lot of music for the closing 
exercises detracts value from the lessons given 
by the teacher, and that an orchestra has a 
tendency to have the effect of ‘‘a side show” 
on the Bible school. I shall greatly appreciate 
your views upon the matter. What is the 
eral view on such matters from the leading 
Bible-school workers ?—W. S. H. 

An orchestra in the Sunday-school is a 
good thing if it is a good orchestra and if it 

lays for the benefit of the school, and ‘not 

rself-glory. If its service is rendered for 
the benefit of the school, and with that pur- 
pose in view, the music should always be ap- 
propriate and the general results beneficial. 
The members of the orchestra should be 
members of the school. The best music 
should be used, and nothing should be 
allowed that will be out of harmony with the 
spirit of the time and place. Occasionally it 
is'a good thing to have the orchestra play a 
number and allow the school to listen. The 
orchestra should help in the singing and not 
overshadow the singing. The singing is 
done for the benefit of the words and the 
devotional spirit they contain. Consequently 
they should not.be drowned out by the noise 
of instruments, sweet as that sound may 
be. . The orchestra should not be too large 
for the room. I would not use a cornet in 
a small room, Stringed instruments are 
better. A cornet has power and is very fine, 
however, in a large room, because of its dis- 
tinct articulation. 

The Primary Department should not come 
in for either the opening or closing exercises. 
They should be dismissed from their own 
room. It is all right to have them with the 
main school occasionally, though not as a 
general thing. 








Food Again 
A Mighty Important Subject to Everyone 


A Boston lady talks entertainingly of 
food and the changes that can be made 
in health by some knowledge on that 
line. She says: 

“An injury to my spine in early wom- 
anhood left me subject to severe sick 
headaches which would last three or 
four days at a time, and a violent course 
of drugging brought on constipation, 
with all the ills that follow. 

‘*My appetite was always light and 
uncertain, and many kinds of food dis- 
tressed me. 

‘I began to eat Grape-Nuts food two 
or three years ago, because I liked the 
taste of it, and I kept on because I soon 
found it was doing me good. 

‘I eat it regularly at breakfast, fre- 
quently at luncheon, and again before 
going to bed—and have no trouble in 
‘sleeping on it.’ It has relieved my 
constipation, my headaches have prac- 
tically ceased, and I am in better physi- 
cal condition at the age of 63 than I was 
at 4o. 

‘*I give Grape-Nuts credit for restor- 
ing my health, if not saving my life, 
and you can make no claim for it too 
strong for me to endorse.” Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Weliville,”in pkgs. ‘‘There’s areason.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





“No, Madam, we don't sell soda 
crackers by the pound any more. 


‘“No matter what precautions are 

. taken, bulk soda crackers absorb dust _ 
and moisture, In afew days the crackers 
become musty, and soggy, ey taste like most 

cracker. 


an * 

“If you want‘a t, dainty soda cracker—a 
cracker that tastes as if it just came from 
the oven, then take home a box of Uneeda 
Biscuit, — 

“These soda crackers are crisp and 

full flavored throughout. 

“When you get them home, 

open the package and you'll 

see how fresh, firm and 

flaky the moisture- 

proof packagekeeps 

them.” 


Never 








1400 MOLLER PIPE ORGANS NOW IN USE 


in Pittsburgh ; in New York; in Balti ; i ins a ” 
Weshingwon, aba a. A ~~% H Fi n timore; 38 in Philadelphia; 35 in Cincinnati; 18 in 


For catalogues and particslars, address M. P. MOLLER, HAGERSTOWN, MD. 
; ———] 
Primary teachers will wel- 


come the kind of very prac- 
tical help that fills Mr. Wil- 
liany D, Murray’s book from 
cover to cover. He calls the 
book “Our Primary Depart- 
ment,” and when you have read 
it you will feel as if you had 
visited for a series of Sundays 
one of the choicest primary 
Sunday-schools you have ever 
heard of, or imagined. Mr. 
Murray tells about equipment, 
program, lesson teaching, mis- 
sionary gifts, cradle roll, birth- 
days, extension work, chil- 
dren’s day, home co-operation. 
But get the book! 137 pages 
(Times Handbooks No. 10). 
Illustrated. 50 cents. The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 

















THE SEST WAY 
THE USE OF THE INO/VIDUAL 
LOVINUNION SERVICE +A iN. 
CREASED THE ATTENDANLE AT INE 
40R05 SUPPER. IN THOUSANDS 
OF LHURTHES. IT WiLL 020 5004 
YOUR CHURCH SEND FOR L$ 









—— 
— 


a 
pe xx: 


TRATED PRICE 4/37 


UAL COMMUNION SERV. 
1701-1708 Chestaut ‘Seees 


o—BFLES ==, 


Peal McSasne Be. Foonoar Co., Beituscet, 











This little space is used for a big purpose,— 
to suggest that you send for a Sunday School 
Times catalog of needed books. Will you? 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
Published, October, 1908. 

Used and liked in hundreds of schools 


Introductory price, Juli cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


HALLOW HYMNS 














NEW and OLD 


Per 100, not prepaid. 35 conte per copy by mail. 


Prospective purchasers. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


The Gordon School, *%* 


Mass. 
Offers to Christian young men and women, free of 

charge, two years’ training for Christian work. Eleven 

professors. Fall term opens Oct. 13. ‘Address. - 











Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Rev. N. R. WOOD, Arlington, Mass. ' 



































THE MAYOR &% 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 

‘lhe brightest man for miles around. 

The shining light of wisdom can 

Reflect from such a polished man, 

| And se he says to high and low: 
brightest use SAPOLIO.”° 


‘ Stile one must direct the affairs of 
}the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
ss MP > age” vp op 
small exertion, smal » 

33 svat ek ba A Sake of : 


SAPOLIO 


iu the hands of a bright, active woman’ 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in, Bi 











ANNOUNCES 


that on request a copy of 
the Fall and Winter Catalog 
will be sent you postpaid. 
Over 1000 fine pictures of 
still finer merchandise. 
Avaluable book, for refer- 
ence or for ordering goods; 
you should get one. 

We never seem able to print 
enoughtomeetallrequests, 
so write us TODAY: 


"Send Catalog No. 43," 
' JOHN WANAMAKER 
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New: York 

; # ® ba See } ee 

; Pens that have Wi 
yy elasticity—make either a fine 

| ] or @ coarse stroke—and don't stay eis 
spread—retain perfect writing 

a pointe after long, hard use. Sak 

be 


= SPENCER 

* we 

- STEEL PENS 
Steel, tempering, grindiag—they do it. 
8 

SR sod saucer ame 

SPENCERIAN PEN CO., e 

. » N.Y. i f ' 

' Specify ‘*Duplex-Richmond.”” 

és 99 times out of 100 

when you hear tre 


coon 
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‘Wild Blossoms 

By Fay Stuart 
Em re we dew werd oho 
eid de ten. It was not always easy 
ip Socie eyes! thing would prove to be 


Kilbleen has to sit in her chair 
all said Edna. ‘‘ I’m very sorry. 
Can’t we think of something nice to do for 
her? ”’ 


** She has songs | of money,’’ suggested 
Ralph, ‘* When she wants anything—ice- 
cream, candy, fruit or anything else, she al- 
ways buys it.” 

‘“* Let’s think of something that she can’t 
buy with money. then,’’: planned Edna, 

** I think all Aunt leen wants is to be 
strong and well again.’ . 

** Oh, I know!’’ cried Edna, ‘* She was 
ever so pleased with some white violets that 
I picked dowm in the meadow this spring. 
She kept them till they wilted. You can’t buy 
wild things, and Auntie loves them.”’’ 

* All right,’* agreed Ralph, jumping to his 
feet. ‘* Come on; we'll go for a walk and 
bring home all kinds of woodsy things."’ 

The children ran to get their hats, for the 
sun was hot. Then they started down the 
lane that led to a pretty grove. 

* Let’s take her a big bunch of these 
ferns,’’ said Edna, .‘‘ They smell real 
woodsy ; we will fill a tall jar and set it on the 
floor in the corner by the book-case in her 
room,’’ 

By-and-by they found some wild black- 
berries but they had brought no pail in which 
to gather them. 

** IT think I can make a little dish out of 
birch-bark,’’ said Ralph. So they went to 
work, sitting down beside some tall, cool- 
looking laure] bushes, and soon had two small 

which they filled with ripe ber- 






hries-— 

Then they climbed a rail fence and went 
over into a ke d where the grass was full of 
ox-eyed daisies. 

**Aunt Kathleen’ likes yellow flowers; 
she told me they looked real cheerful,’’ 
remembered Edna, ‘* What a big bouquet 
we can pick for her! ’’ 


been fighting and got black eyes,’’ laughed 
Ralph. 

They had a delightful stroll. They caught 
a glimpse of a squirrel as he darted through 
the underbrush, and watched the different 
birds that flitted about among the trees and 
bushes. 

** Do you see that great nest made of sticks 
away up in the tall pine-tree? That is a 
crow’s nest,’’ explained Ralph. ‘‘ One day, 


nest, It hung like a little basket and was 
real soft aud tiny.’’ 

*¢ Oh, I wish we might find one to-day ! ”’ 
exclaimed Edna. 

Just as they reached the edge of the grove 
on their way home, Ralph held up a warn- 
ing finger. ~ 

** Ilush | walk very still, Edna, 
pa’s bossy has got o 

oing to catch her. 
y the pond! ’’ 

They hurried along the grass-grown path. 
Soon Ralph stopped with a laugh. 

** It isn’t the bossy at all!’’ he cried. 
s¢ It’s a deer, Edna, Just see him run!”’ 

**T didn’t know there were any deer in the 
woods around here,” said Edna. 

‘*He isn’t wild. Probably it is one that 
has run away from Mr. Field’s park in Mon- 
tello. I guess. he was afraid we might 
capture him and take him home,” 

** I'd like to have seen him longer,’’ sighed 
Edna. ‘‘I thinkdeer are very pretty animals, 
Now we must hurry home before the ferns 
are all withered.’’ 

Aunt Kathleen was delighted with the 
woodsy treasures the children brought her. 
They sat down upon the piazza beside her 
chair and told her about the deer. 

Then the ice-cream man rang his bell down 
the street. Aunt Kathleen sent Ralph to 
stop the team and buy three cornucopias of 
cream, and they held a little party, with the 
wild blossoms for decorations, upon the 
piazza, 

“BROOKVILLE, MASs. 


Grand- 
of the barn and I’m 
ee, she is down there 
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‘«Just as has: been said of the making. 6f books, so it may be. 
the making of Bibles,—‘there is no end.’ But at last a Bible has 
duced which will doubtless meet with unusual*favor,—* The 9999 Bible” 
. . « Weare suré that this Bible will meet the fullest expectations.’ — 
Church Herald, September 1, 1911. S09 ts 

«We believe, unqualifiedly, that The 7911 Bible is far the 
translation éver given the English-speaking ple, and the worthiest of 
their confidence and affection.’’— Zhe Herald and Presbyter, September 
Ij, I9%%. - 








THE 1911 BIBLE 


Being ) 
The Authorized Version of 16117 
With 
The Text Carefully Amended 
by American Scholars 


=— A New System of Chain References. 

OTHER A New System of Collected References. 
FEATURES A New System of Paragraphs. 
The Old Familiar Verse Form Retained. 


Beautifully printed Black Faced Type on Fine White and 
the Famous Oxford India Papers. From $1.25 upwards. 


DESCRIPTIVE LIST ON APPLICATION 
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fi THIRD REVISED~EDITION 


‘* These flowers look as though they had 








Uncle Luke showed me a humming-bird’s | 





L San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. Nashville, 415 Church St. Pittsburgh, 202 Fulton Bldg. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. 





DAVIS’ BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Acknowledged to be the best single-volume Bible Dictionary published 





Ever since its first issue (in 1898) this volume has, in our estimation, 
held first place among competing Bible dictionaries. Notwithstanding 
the cheap price at which it is sold, it is so complete and full that the 
ordinary student needs nothing larger. The articles are prepared by 
competent scholars, and do what most of the competing dictionaries do 
not do—give to conservative views a fair statement, while duly recog- 
nizing the attempts to unsettle confidence in Old Testament history. The 
present edition brings the volume up to date, and is enriched by a large 
number of new maps and illustrations made from original photographs.’’ 
—Bibliotheca Sacra, 


Edited by JOHN D. DAVIS, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
of Princeton Theological Seminary 


$2.50 net; $2.75 postpaid 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 


Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 509 S. Wabash Ave. St. Louis, 505-N. Seveath St. 
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When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 

















You Have a RIGHT to Independence! 


You have a right to independence, but you.must have an Aones¢ pur- 
pose to ¢arn it. Many have purpose, and energy, but thor- 
ough direction and intelligent help must be supplied. My instruction 
supplies the first, and our Co-operative Bureau fulfills the second, 
Large numbers have availed themselves of both, succeeding to a re- 
markable degree. Investigate without prejiidice, this opportunity to 


LEARN THE COLLECTION BUSINESS 


and escape salaried drudgery for life. If you have an idea that the collection 
business as I teach it is not as safe, sure and dignified as a bank, or any other 
profitable business, you are mistaken, and I will prove it, if you earnestly de- 
sire to get ahead. No essential branch of business is so limitless, nor less 
crowded. No business may. be built so large without investment of capital. I 
will gladly send you, fer the ockings 
> POINTERS ON T COLLECTION BUSINESS.” 

It may mean comfort for life, if mot a great deal more, Write for it xow. 


W. A. SHRYER, Pres.,. American Collection Service, 426. State St. Detroit, Mich, 
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